Only PH has favorable
view of N. Korea

Pinoy teachers, domestics
wanted in China

PH NEWS | A3

PH NEWS | A2

WEEKLY ISSUE
Vol. IX Issue 432

San Miguel head to buy
into Inquirer

Devices bigger than smartphones to be screened

LIFESTYLE | B1

BUSINESS & TECH | A8

70 CITIES IN 11 STATES

1028 Mission Street, 2/F, San Francisco, CA 94103 Tel. (415) 593-5955 or (650) 278-0692

PH Court of Appeals denies
$2B awarded by Hawaii
Court to martial law human
rights violations victims

New bill to protect workers
from ICE

LEGAL & LAW | B4

ONLINE

admin@filamstar.com

July 20 - 26, 2017

Indicted Noynoy Aquino fears jail,
sets motion for reconsideration
By Daniel Llanto | FilAm Star Correspondent

By Macon Araneta
FilAm Star Correspondent
Victims of human rights violations
during the Marcos martial law regime
lost $2 billion in indemnity after the
Court of Appeals (CA) denied their petition to enforce the final judgment of
the US court awarding them damages
in the said amount.
Instead, the CA’s 12th division,
sustained the ruling issued by the Regional Trial Court in Makati City dismissing the complaint for recognition
and enforcement of foreign judgment
filed by Priscilla Mijares, Loretta Ann
Rosales, Hilda Narciso Sr., Mariani
Dimaranan and Joel Lamangan in
their behalf and on behalf of the class
plaintiffs in US case Class Action MDL
840 consisting of approximately

Admitting that he fears going to jail like his party mate and close political ally Sen. Leila de Lima, former President Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino III
said on July 17 he would file a motion for reconsideration on the Ombudsman’s decision indicting him for alleged graft and usurpation of authority in
connection with the 2015 Mamasapano massacre.
This is the first time Aquino faced the possibility of standing trial in
court and even possibly going to jail since turning over power to President
Duterte last year, although he had received flak under the new administration for his supposed mis-handling of the Mamasapano operation as well as
the controversial Disbursement Acceleration Program.
Aquino told reporters that he would file a motion for reconsideration
of the Office of the Ombudsman’s decision issued last week indicting him
for usurpation of authority under Article 177 of the Revised Penal Code and
violation of Section 3 (a) of Republic Act 3019 or the Anti-Graft and Corrupt
Practices Act.
“I’d be lying if you’d say (I have no fears). I always adopt the attitude of
preparing for the worst and hoping for the best. That is a healthy attitude.
My sisters, actually they came here Friday night. Before I got the chance to
talk to my lawyers, they were asking all about these things because they
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(L-R) Ex-PNP Chief Alan Purisima and Former President Noynoy Aquino

(Photo: www.politicsforbreakfast.blogspot.com)

De Lima charges Aguirre with ‘grave misconduct, Overview
Full-scope Medi-Cal granted to undocumented
oppression, incompetence’
children below 19 years old but for how long?

Isabella’s story
By Harvey I. Barkin

By William Casis | FilAm Star Correspondent

By Harvey I. Barkin
of committing negligence – a violation of
the Revised Penal Code
– when he supposedly
“failed to investigate
and prosecute a single
case of drug-related”
extra-judicial killings.
De Lima said she
has information that
Aguirre issued a legal
directive to the National Prosecution Service
(NPS) that “no public
(L-R) Sen. Leila De Lima and DOJ Sec. Vitaliano Aguirre II prosecutor is allowed
(Photo: www.ilovepagadian.com) to file a case against
any law enforce
For the alleged failure to look into
ment official enforcing the administraextra-judicial killings and fake news,
tion’s war on drugs.”
Justice Sec. Vitaliano Aguirre II faces
“This is the reason why up to the
criminal and administrative charges
present, and after more than 7,000
before the Office of the Ombudsman
deaths, not a single case of PNP
filed by detained Sen. Leila de Lima.
In her 27-page complaint, the Sen- (Philippine National Police) killing or
‘death under investigation’ recorded
ator (who was jailed over her alleged
by the PNP itself as drug-related killinvolvement in the illicit drug trade
ings, other than those cases exposed
during her stint as justice secretary
in the Senate EJK hearings, was ever
under the previous administration)
investigated or prosecuted by the NBI
spelled out the multiple wrong-doings
(National Bureau of Investigation) and
done by Aguirre.
First, De Lima accused Aguirre
TO PAGE A7

Most undocumented immigrants
stay under the radar by necessity.
When the California Department of
Health Care Services implemented
Senate Bill 75 (a.k.a Health4AllKids)
in May 2016, expanding full-scope
Medi-Cal coverage to income-eligible
children regardless of immigration status, there was a brief window for some
to come out of hiding.

According to Calforniahealthline.
org, 189,434 undocumented children
signed up with the program from
enrollment in May 16, 2016 until
April this year. Some sources project
the number between 180,000 and
200,000.
But in November, Donald Trump
won as president and he didn’t lose
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Imee asks Supreme Court to order release of Ilocos 6
By Macon Araneta | FilAm Star Correspondent

(L-R) Ilcocs Norte Rep. Rodolfo Farinas and
Ilocos Norte Governor Imee Marcos

(Photo: www.interaksyon.com)

Ilocos Norte Gov. Imee Marcos
remarked if there is terrorism in
Marawi, there is a hostage crisis in
Congress as she asked the Supreme
Court to take over the habeas corpus
case of the six detained Ilocos Norte
officials pending before the Court of
Appeals and ordered their release.
The so-called “Ilocos Six”
-- Pedro Agcaoili Jr., Encarnacion
Gaor, Josephine Calajate, Genedine
Jambaro, Eden Battulayan and Evangeline Tabulog – appealed to the
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Isabella

Isabella was eight years old when
she came to the US with her mom
Daissy and her sister from Colombia. It
is not known how they came to the US
but they came for a better future and
the best treatment for Isabella.
Isabella’s condition caused her to
fall often and get tired fast. Mere walking was a feat and she would shy away
when she knew people observed her
unnatural gait. It just got in the way
of a normal healthy child’s life. Daissy
said Isabella had so much tears that
Daissy had to shed them for her.
They sought the help of a certified
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Philippines: the only Asia Pacific country with
‘favorable view’ toward North Korea –study
By Corina Oliquino | FilAm Star Correspondent

(Photo: www.aljazeera.com.tr)

The successful July 4 test
of an intercontinental ballistic
missile (ICBM) by North Korea
prompted criticisms from the
United States, as well as other
countries in the Asia Pacific
region.
According to the study
conducted by Pew Research,
even before the missile test,
Americans and many people
in the Asia Pacific region have
long held negative views toward
North Korea and its nuclear
weapons program.
The successful launch of the
ICBM, Hwasong-14, prompted
the United States to warn North
Korea that they will use “the full
range of capabilities at our disposal against the growing threat”
after some experts say that the
missile could reach the American
states of Alaska and Hawaii.
In a report by The New
York Times J on July 5, after its
warning against North Korea,
United States and South Korean
forces in a joint military exercise
also fired ballistic missiles in the
waters along the east coast of the

Korean Peninsula.
The Pew Research Center
study which was conducted in
February and May in the US and
six other Asia Pacific countries
shows the Japanese are the
most negative on North Korea at
94 percent. Across the region,
Pew Research noted that only
“only Filipinos have a generally
positive view of North Korea,
with more than half (53 percent)
holding a favorable view.”
In Australia, the US and
South Korea, Pew Research said
that roughly three-quarters or
more of its people have unfavorable views toward North Korea.
Despite its favorable view
towards North Korea, Filipinos
are one of the three countries
surveyed with the highest anxiety and concern toward Pyongyang’s nuclear program (along
with Japan and South Korea)
at 60 percent while the remaining 27 percent of the respondents indicated that they were
“somewhat concerned,” making
the Philippines the third highest
in the region in terms of anxiety

over North Korea’s nuclear
program.
On the issue of whether to
increase economic sanctions
against North Korea or to pursue
deepening ties in order to resolve
Pyongyang’s nuclear program,
people in the Asia Pacific are
“largely united” in their concerns
that there is no clear consensus
on how to deal with the issue.
“Among the more economically developed countries, the
preference is for increasing
economic sanctions. Half or
more Americans, Japanese,
South Koreans and Australians
believe increasing sanctions will
be more effective than deepening
ties. But opinion is more divided
in the developing countries in
the region.” Pew Research said.
In the Philippines, a plurality of Filipinos believe that one
way to resolve the issue of North
Korea’s nuclear program is by
deepening the ties with the
country.
In terms of aid in the event
of a conflict with North Korea,
its closest neighbors Japan and

South Korea expect the US to
come and help them. According
to Pew Research, Americans also
support this move.
“In both countries, large
majorities expect this would
happen: 91 percent of South Koreans expect US assistance in the
event of a military conflict with
North Korea, and 82 percent of
the Japanese say the same,” the
Pew Research said.
“Nearly two-thirds of
Americans (64 percent) say the
US should use military force to
defend its allies in Asia in the
event that they get into a serious military conflict with North
Korea,” the report added.
In another report by The
Philippine Star, in a briefing
organized by the Foreign Service
Institute in Manila, South Korea
is not pushing for an “artificial
unification” with North Korea
but more of its denuclearization.
According to the official
from the the Foreign Service
Institute, South Korea is using a
“strategic approach” in dealing
with North Korea to pursue the
“complete dismantlement of the
North’s nuclear program and
the establishment of a peaceful
regime.”
Furthermore, the Foreign
Service Institute official also
said that South Korea’s and the
United States’ foremost priority
for now is to convince China to
put pressure on North Korea to
abandon its nuclear program.
“The official said the Philippines, along with the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations, are
in the position to send a unified
message to North Korea and persuade China to commit on the
region’s security,” the Philippine
Star report read.
“The Philippines has diplomatic space to do that,” the the
Foreign Service Institute official
said.
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PDP-Laban out to learn
ideology from Communist
Party of China
Fujian Province, CHINA
— President Rodrigo Duterte’s
political party is enlisting the
help of the Communist Party of
China (CPC) to train its members.

bers of the Philippine political
party to undergo “policy training” at the CPC provincial party
school in Fujian.
China has thousands of
party schools at different levels.

Sen. Aquilino Pimentel III
(Photo: www.politics.com.ph)

The ruling Partido
Demokratiko ng Pilipino-Lakas
ng Bayan (PDP-Laban) is in
talks with CPC for a partnership, including having members
of Mr. Duterte’s party learn the
ways and ideology of China’s
sole governing party.
Senate President Aquilino
“Koko” Pimentel III, president
of PDP-Laban, reportedly discussed cooperation for “party
building,” among other things,
when he met with senior CPC
officials in the southeastern
province of Fujian in mid-June.
Pimentel and about two
dozen members of a Philippine
delegation stayed in the port
city of Xiamen for four days for
a series of forums and meetings.
Pimentel was reportedly
invited by the national CPC
leadership to make the visit.
Agreement
According to Chinese officials, PDP-Laban entered into
an agreement with the CPC in
December last year for mem-

These are special academic
institutions attended by the
CPC’s 80 million members
where they learn ideology and
administration, debate policy
directions and undergo leadership training.
The Philippine Department
of Foreign Affairs (DFA) issued
a brief news release on June 30
about Pimentel’s visit.
It said Pimentel and his
delegation were hosted by the
CPC municipal committee in
Xiamen.
The Pimentel delegation
reportedly met with senior
officials led by Pei Jinjiang, a
member of the standing committee of the CPC Fujian provincial committee and secretary
of the CPC Xiamen municipal
committee.
Model for development
The DFA reported that
Pimentel praised the booming
metropolitan city of Xiamen as
a “model for urban develop
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Pinoy teachers, English-speaking domestics Duterte wants martial law in Mindanao
wanted in China – PH ambassador
extended until end of 2017
By William Casis | FilAm Star Correspondent
BEIJING, China – After
renewing bilateral ties with
the Philippines, the Chinese
governmenr set its eyes on
hiring Filipino teachers in their
universities, said Philippine
Ambassador to China Jose Santiago Sta Romana.
Although there are already
Filipino teachers in China, Sta.
Romana said majority of them
are teaching at the pre-school
and grade school levels.
He said the Chinese education officials are now coordinating with their counterparts in
the Philippines’ Department of
Education and Commission on
Higher Education with regard
to the qualification of the English Filipino teachers who can
work in China.
“They are laying the ground
work. As long as you have
qualification, meaning college
degrees particularly in teaching
English, not only in elementary
and high school but also in
university. You have to have a
competitive degree,” said Sta
Romana.
He related that talks are
underway and Chinese authorities are conducting studies on
how to handle this. “They are
asking their counterpart agencies from the Philippines,” he
added.

“They expanded their
definition of English-speaking
countries. Because before, it
was for native English-speaking. Included now is any country where English is taught,” Sta
Romana told visiting Filipino
journalists at the Philippine

(If) you’re from the Philippines,
you can compete with other
countries,” he added.
She said China also plans
to hire “English-speaking” Filipino domestic workers. He said
the Chinese have learned from
Hong Kong, where thousands of

PH Ambassador to China Jose Santiago Sta. Romana
(Photo: www.filipino.cri.cn)

embassy in Beijing.
But the ambassador said,
“Unlimited but they haven’t
specified (how many). The talks
are still going on. They want to
know how we do the government exam for teachers, qualifications we use in our education
system so they can use it for
reference.”
“So when the time is ripe
and I think it will happen soon.

Filipino domestic workers are
helping families raise children.
“The Chinese upper middle
class are learning from Hong
Kong. They want to hire nannies who can teach their kids
English,” he said.
“But perhaps not in the
same scale as Hong Kong
because there’s a surplus of Chinese labor so it’s very tight but
they’re loosening it,” he added.

NPA raids house of Surigao del
Sur vice-mayor, seizes guns
BUTUAN CITY – Suspected New People’s Army (NPA)
rebels raided the house of Vice
Mayor Emmanuel Suarez of
Cortes town in Surigao del Sur
on Tuesday morning, carting
away firearms.
Senior Insp. Clark Abiya,
Cortes police chief, said some
30 rebels arrived at Suarez’s
house in Barangay (village)
Mabahid around 6:45 a.m.
The rebels, believed to

members of the NPA’s Guerilla
Front 30, held the vice mayor
and his granddaughter at gunpoint, Abiya said.
He said the rebels then
took at least four firearms,
including a shotgun, before
fleeing toward the mountainous
area of the village.
“Fortunately, Suarez and
his granddaughter were not
harmed. Only the firearms were
seized,” Abiya said.

(Photo: www.wikipedia.com)

Abiya said Suarez told investigators the NPA had talked
to him about the ban on fishing
and rampant illegal logging in
Cortes. (Franklin A. Caliguid /
inquirer.net)

President Rodrigo Duterte
wants the extension of martial
law in Mindanao until the end
of the year, his spokesman said
Tuesday.
Duterte, in a letter to
Congress, said the “existing
rebellion” in Mindanao would
not end on July 22, the 60th
day in the limit prescribed by
the Constitution.
“Upon a thorough personal assessment of the current
situation in Marawi City and
other parts of Mindanao and
taking into account the reports
and recommendations of the
Secretary of National Defense
as martial law administrator,
the chief-of-staff of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
as martial law implementor
and the chief of the Philippine
National Police (PNP), I have
come to the conclusion that the
existing rebellion in Mindanao
which prompted me to issue
Proclamation 216 on 23rd
May 2017, will not be quelled
completely by the 22nd July
2017 – the last day of 60-day
period provided under Section 18 Article VII of the 1987
Constitution,” Duterte said in

President Rodrigo Duterte
(Photo: www.reuters.com)

a message read by Presidential
Spokesperson Ernesto Abella in
a Palace briefing.
“For this reason and because public safety requires it,
I call upon the Congress to extend until 31st December 2017
or for such a period of time as
the Congress may determine
the proclamation of martial law
and the suspension of the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus
in the whole of Mindanao,”
Duterte’s message added.

Duterte last week said he
would not lift martial law before
his second State of the Nation
Address (Sona) on Monday,
July 24.
The President met with
lawmakers on Monday night
in Malacañang to express his
intent to extend his martial law
decree.
The Congress will convene
on Saturday to tackle the President’s request. (Nestor Corrales
/ inquirer.net)

No let-up in barbs hurled at LTFRB as
commuters rally behind Uber, Grab
On Tuesday, angry commuters kept hurling barbs,
via social media, at the Land
Transportation Franchising and
Regulatory Board (LTFRB) as
July 26 drew nearer. That’s the
date when the LTFRB starts
cracking down on Grab and
Uber drivers who still don’t have
the franchise to operate.
A day before, memes started circulating on Facebook and
Twitter against the LTFRB –
notably, one called “Joke of the
Day” which showed the pictures
of LTFRB chairman Martin
Delgra III and board member
Aileen Lizada. Superimposed
on the pictures were the words:
“Kailangan higpitan ang Uber at
Grab upang maging safe sila ng
ibang sasakyang may prangkisa
tulad ng mga taxi, bus at jeepney
– LTFRB”).
In a flash, commuters rallied behind the two transportation network vehicle services
(TNVS), which saw a surge in
popularity in recent months
because their drivers were
relatively more professional and
their vehicles newer and better
maintained than their regular
counterparts.
Sen. J.V. Ejercito echoed
the commuters’ concern in a
statement: “In the first place,
LTFRB has to put in mind
why these TNVS are thriving.
Ngayong may maayos naman na
serbisyo na inoffer sa publiko,
pipigilan naman ng LTFRB!
(Now that there is a better service being offered to the public,
the LTFRB is now stopping it).”
Some commuters were worried that a shortage of Grab and
Uber units would force them to

again endure the inconveniences
of other modes of public transport – jeepneys, buses, and the
glitch-prone LRT and MRT.
Puwersa ng Bayaning Atleta
(PBA) Rep. Jericho Nograles
urged the LTFRB to do something about so-called colorum
vehicles first, saying: “While it is
correct that the LTFRB cannot
allow unregistered drivers and
operators, which is the issue
being raised in the case of Uber
and Grab, it should not also
turn a blind eye on the fact that
a huge number of people find
it safer and more convenient
to use these transport network
services, rather than take a taxi
driven by rude cabbies.”
Some commuters insinuated that the LTFRB might have
a vested interest in delaying
the processing of papers for the
transportation network companies (TNCs) and their drivers.
Even Sen. Grace Poe, who
chairs the Senate Committee
on Public Services, wondered
whether the processing delay
was intentional.
“Uber and Grab invited
individuals to apply as drivers,”
she said in a statement. “These
individuals were accepted by
these companies, and consequently, invested time and
money in this endeavor. They
have already been driving for
several months, with the understanding that they will be given a
certificate of public convenience
(CPC). Paano ngayon sila? Sino
ang mananagot diyan? Was the
LTFRB’s inaction on their applications intentional?”
On the other hand, the
LTFRB blamed the TNCs and

drivers for not complying with
its requirements.
In a news briefing in Malacañang on Tuesday, Transportation Secretary Arthur Tugade
has sharp words for the TNCs:
“Pwede ba, mag-rehistro naman
kayo? What makes you so different with the other public utility
vehicles? Just because you are
a TNC, hindi ka na mag-re-rehistro? Hindi naman yata tama
’yan. ‘Yun lang ho ang hinihingi
namin.”
A day earlier, Lizada insisted on putting the blame for
the mess on the TNCs, saying:
“The board gave both TNCs the
opportunity to comply [with our
order] to show good faith. In
the event that they refuse or fail
to comply, then enforcement is
in order. The board will not be
influenced nor will it succumb to
pressure.”
On Tuesday, Sen. Sonny
Angara issued a statement
urging the LTFRB and TNCs to
quickly iron out their differences: “We are concerned with the
ongoing issue between the Land
Transportation Franchising
and Regulatory Board (LTFRB)
and ride-sharing companies
Grab and Uber. I hope that both
parties would come up with a
compromise pact at the soonest
time possible.”
“But this is not to say that
anyone is exempted from following existing rules and regulations,” he added. “That is why
for the sake of the riding public,
I call on both parties to sit down
and resolve the matter ASAP.”
(inquirer.net)
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NCRPO: No terror threat to Duterte’s 2nd SONA

NCRPO Director Oscar Albayalde
(Photo: www.metromanila. politics.com.ph)

The Philippine National
Police said they have not received any terror threat related
to President Rodrigo Duterte’s
upcoming second State of the
Nation Address (Sona) next
Monday, despite reported plans
of the New People’s Army to
stage attacks.
“Walang nakukuhang any
security threat relative to Sona.
We’ll be conducting operations as part of target hardening measures just like what
we did during major events na

ginagawa sa NCR….Specifically
wala tayong nakukuhang terror
threat,” National Capital Region
Police Office Director Oscar Albayalde said in a press briefing
on Tuesday.
On Monday, PNP chief
Director General Ronald dela
Rosa said there were reports of
NPA planning to stage attacks
in Davao City ahead of the
Sona.
The PNP earlier said that
there will be 6,300 policemen
deployed for the Sona, which

was more than the 4,000 deployed last year.
“The skeletal deployment
is this weekend already. The
full deployment is on the early
morning of July 24,” Albayalde
said.
“We have conducted dialogues already with the different stakeholders, iyong ating
mga kababayan na militanteng
grupo, and of course with
barangay officials na maapektuhan sa Batasan,” he also said.
The police also expect a
crowd of 12,000 to 15,000,
based on estimates of the protesters themselves.
The protesters could go as
near as 15 to 20 meters from the
south gate of Batasan.
Albayalde said more security personnel were deployed
this year because there were
additional areas to be secured.
“We cannot take any
chances here. Last year kasi
walang issue, walang threat.
Ngayon may martial law, ongoing peace talks,” he said. (Frances Mangosing / inquirer.net)

Three inmates killed in Philippine jailbreak

(Photo: www.mb.com.ph)

Three inmates were killed
Sunday and another was
wounded after escaping from jail
in a southern Philippine island
that is the stronghold of Islamist
militants, police said.
The casualties were among
14 prisoners who escaped from
a police station jail in war-torn
Jolo, authorities said.
Jolo is a base of the Abu
Sayyaf kidnap-for-ransom group
and some of the inmates were
linked to the militants, according

to provincial police chief Senior
Superintendent Mario Buyuccan.
“They cut the bars of the
jail and jumped from the second
floor to the roof of the municipal hall building next door.
Our troops responded and the
inmates were killed and wounded in hot pursuit operations,”
Buyuccan told AFP.
“Some inmates are associated with the membership of the
Abu Sayyaf.”
The injured inmate was

recaptured while soldiers and
policemen were chasing the
remaining 10 escapees. The jail
had a total of 32 inmates mostly
facing drug charges, Buyuccan
added.
The Philippines frequently
has mass escapes from prisons
which are usually overcrowded,
poorly maintained and inadequately guarded.
In the country’s biggest jailbreak, more than 150
inmates ecaped a prison in the
southern Philippines in January
after about a hundred gunmen
stormed the facility.
In May, Islamist militants
waving black flags of the Islamic
State group went on a rampage
in the southern city of Marawi
and freed 100 inmates from two
jails there.
The incident triggered an
ongoing US-backed military offensive involving air strikes and
artillery barrages to flush out the
militants.
Buyuccan said there was no
connection between Sunday’s
jailbreak and the fighting in
Marawi, which had killed more
than 500 people. (AFP)
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President Duterte offers Muslim self-rule to counter IS
President Rodrigo Duterte
offered self-rule to the Philippines’ Muslim minority on
Monday in an attempt to defeat
Islamist militants who seized
a southern city in the gravest
challenge to his year-old rule.
Duterte hopes the promise of autonomy will persuade
Filipino Muslims to reject the
Islamic State group, whose
followers still control parts of
Marawi after nearly two months
of fighting that had left more
than 500 people dead.
Duterte vowed to shepherd
through Congress a “Bangsamoro Basic Law” bill jointly
written and submitted to him
Monday by government officials and the country’s largest
Muslim guerrilla group, the
Moro Islamic Liberation Front
(MILF).
“This moment is a significant step forward in our quest
to end centuries of hatred, mistrust and injustice that cost and
affected the lives of millions of
Filipinos,” he said in a speech to
MILF leaders and government
officials.
Both sides said that giving
the mainly Catholic nation’s
large and largely impoverished
Islamic minority a better choice
was crucial to heading off the
lure of violent extremism.
“These misguided people
have filled the vacuum created
by our failure to enact the basic
law, and feed into the frustration of our people,” MILF chairman Murad Ebrahim told the
same gathering, referring to the
Marawi gunmen.
Muslims since the 1970s
had waged a decades-old insurgency that claimed more than
100,000 lives in the Mindanao

region that includes Marawi.
The MILF signed a peace
treaty with Duterte’s predecessor Benigno Aquino in 2014 but
Congress refused to pass the
self-rule bill -- a key provision
of the accord.
Small rebel factions began
pledging allegiance to the IS
soon afterwards. The Marawi
attack on May 23 was their first
major action, forcing Duterte
to impose martial rule across
Mindanao.

Manila in 1996.
However it had failed to
end violence and rebellion.
Santiago said both the
MILF and MNLF helped to
draft the new self-rule bill giving all sides optimism about its
passage.
Duterte is also set to decide
within the week whether to
extend military rule over Mindanao.
The constitution limits martial rule to 60 days, a

MILF chairman Murad Ebrahim
(Photo: www.alchetron.com)

The chief government
peace negotiator, Irene Santiago, said Manila expects the bill’s
passage within a year.
“The next 12 months are
full of opportunity but also
fraught with so much danger.
The dangers are staring us in
the face: violent extremism, the
source of the crisis in Marawi,”
Santiago added.
An Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao has been
in place in parts of the south
since after a rival faction, the
Moro National Liberation Front
(MNLF), signed peace with

safeguard against abuses put in
place after the downfall of the
Ferdinand Marcos dictatorship.
However Congress can
authorise an extension.
The military said there
were still 60-80 gunmen holed
up in about 500 Marawi houses
and buildings after weeks of day
and night air strikes and artillery pounding.
About 300 civilians also
remain trapped in the area and
some of them have been taken
hostage, the military said. (AFP)

5 hurt as beam at Skyway project site collapses

(Photo: www.mb.com.ph)

Five construction workers
were injured when the coping
beam at the construction site of
the Skyway Stage 3 project in
Makati City collapsed on Tuesday morning.
The incident on Osmeña

Highway corner Gil Puyat Avenue also damaged two private
vehicles and caused heavy traffic on both lanes.
The Makati police identified the injured as Norman
Nicolas, Ronald Degano, Jerwin
Deocareza, J-Ar Balaquidan
and Guillermo Santos Jr., all
employees of DM Consunji Inc.
“We are now attending to
our workers and fast tracking
the clearing operations to make
the affected portions of Osmeña
Highway passable to motorists,”
DMCI, the project contractor,
said in a statement.
It added that a portion of

the rebar cage in Pier 23 of the
Skyway extension project (near
Cash and Carry Mall) accidentally tipped over, causing debris
to fall on the north and south
lanes.
The incident happened at
9:45 a.m. As of 3:35 p.m., both
lanes of Osmeña HighwayBuendia flyover were open
to vehicles, the Metropolitan
Manila Development Authority
said in an update.
The Makati Police Traffic
Investigation Unit has started
looking into the incident. (Erika
Sauler / inquirer.net)
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FilAm Star, one of the fastest growing
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or call (650) 278-0692/
(415) 593-5955

SEND RESUME TO:
Fax #: 1-800-446-6191
Email address: jobs@luckymoney.com

WANTED

Travel Agent
Should have at least 2 years
experience with Sabre
SEND RESUME TO:
Fax #: 1-800-446-6191
Email address: jobs@luckymoney.com

COMPUTER LITERATE
ABLE TO T YPE 40 WPM
FLUENT IN ENGLISH & TAGALOG (A PLUS)
GOOD IN ORAL AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATION

W ANT E D

San Francisco, CA
(Full Time) Customer Service Clerk
CANDIDATES MUST BE:
COMPUTER LITERATE
ABLE TO T YPE 40 WPM
FLUENT IN ENGLISH & TAGALOG (A PLUS)
GOOD IN ORAL AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATION

SEND RESUME TO:
Fax #: 1-800-446-6191
Email address: jobs@luckymoney.com

Caregiver & Administrator
Experienced caregiver, CAN, LVN, RN, and
Administrator. For San Rafael. CA ARF Facility.
Flexible Hours, Competitive compensation.
Live in position available.
Applicant may qualify for 15% to 20%
pay raise immediately.

Please Email your resume and cover letter to
caremax168@aol.com or call 415-225-6868
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sports
news

Teng posts triple-double as
Flying V books top seed
Gilas Pilipinas scrapes past
Taipei B for 2-1 record

Jeron Teng (left) in action against Flores of AMA

(Photo: www.tiebreakertimes.com)

Jeron Teng bucked his
early struggles to post a tripledouble to anchor Flying V to
a 114-91 rout of AMA Online
Education and clinch the top
seed in the 2017 PBA D-League
Foundation Cup Monday at
Ynares Sports Arena in Pasig.
Facing his former team, the
23-year-old swingman became
only the fourth player in league
history to reach the rare feat,
posting 21 points, 13 assists,
and 11 rebounds to keep the
Thunder unblemished at 8-0.
“Jeron has nothing to
prove when it comes to his
scoring, but the good thing is
he’s showing that he’s a multidimensional player,” said Flying
V coach Eric Altamirano.
Teng earned an entry into
the PBA D-League’s elite tripledouble club, joining the ranks of
BDO-NU’s Ray Parks, Phoenix’s
Mike Tolomia (twice), and Racal Motors’ Kent Salado as the
only other players to achieve
such feat.
Eric Salamat captained his
team’s three-point barrage en

route to a game-high 33 points
on a scorching 7-of-11 shooting
from beyond the arc, on top of
five steals. Flying V made 20
out of its 42 3-point attempts.
Jerick Cañada tallied 15
points, five boards, and five
assists, while Gab Banal registered a double-double of 14
markers and 12 rebounds.
Altamirano was pleased
the Thunder were able to pull
the win off despite starting the
game flat and falling behind,
18-2, to start the game.
“We’re happy that we’re
the first one to make it to the
semis. In the first half, we were
a bit shaky, we were so relaxed
and were complacent, but the
good thing is we got our game
back in the third quarter,” said
the veteran mentor, whose
team poured in 41 points in the
game-swinging third frame.
Daniel Salonga paced alsoran AMA (1-7) with 20 points
on a 5-of-16 shooting from the
field, to go with five rebounds
and four assists, while Mario
Bonleon also fired blanks from

the field with his 6-of-20 clip to
wound up with 16 markers, four
boards, and three dimes in the
losing effort.
The scores:
FLYING V 114 – Salamat
33, Teng 21, Cañada 15, Banal
14, Torres 9, Thiele 7, Dionisio
6, Tampus 4, Austria 3, Colina
2, Gamboa 0, Mendoza 0, Paredes 0, Webb 0.
AMA 91 – Salonga 20,
Bonleon 16, Paras 14, Calma
13, Celso 9, Flores 7, Jordan 4,
Carpio 3, Macaranas 3, Tobias
2, Alas 0, Asuncion 0.
Quarters: 18-27, 43-45,
84-65, 114-91. (Randolph B.
Leongson / inquirer.net)

Call to advertise
1-415-593-5955 x141
visit our website
www.filamstar.com

Games Tuesday
(Taipei Peace Basketball
Hall)
11 a.m. – Chinese Taipei B
vs Iraq
1 p.m. – Gilas Pilipinas vs
Japan
3 p.m. – India vs Iran
5 p.m. – South Korea vs
Atletas All-Stars Lithuania
7 p.m. – Chinese Taipei A
vs Canada 150
TAIPEI – Finding it hard
to sustain the intensity after two
straight emotional grinds, Gilas
Pilipinas needed to dig deep in
the endgame to dodge the upset
axe, escaping Chinese Taipei
B, 93-82, to keep rolling in the
Jones Cup Invitational at Taipei
Peace Basketball Hall here on
Monday afternoon.
After going 1-1 in their first
two games against much tougher teams that required nothing
short of their best physically and
emotionally, the Filipinos came
out flat and gave the young
Taiwanese the momentum early
which made for a tight contest.
But when push came to
shove, Gilas separated itself
from the boys as Matthew
Wright, Jio Jalalon and RR
Pogoy took turns in hurting the
young hosts and keeping them
winless in three games.
“Every year that I come
to the Jones Cup, my most
feared game is (against Chinese
Taipei’s) Team B,” coach Chot
Reyes said after the rather close
shave, which came less than 24
hours after Gilas bamboozled
the regular Taiwanese National
Team, 88-72.
“They play with a lot of
energy and they have nothing to
lose,” Reyes went on. “This is a
game we always approach with a
lot of caution and I told them to
come out with maximum effort
because they (Taiwanese) will

play with maximum effort.”
The win enabled the Filipinos to stay in the title hunt
despite losing big to Canada
150 on opening day, but Gilas
cannot afford another loss and
would have to get help from the
other teams along the way.
Next up for the Filipinos
is Japan at 1 p.m. Tuesday
afternoon even as the Canadians, who are getting better by
the day here, shoot for a fourth
straight win against Taiwan’s
Team A in the 7 p.m. main
game.
One path that Gilas could
take to winning the title is, of
course, to sweep its remaining
games and hope that Taiwan’s
Team A defeats Canada on

led all Filipino shooters for the
second straight game. He hit
five triples Monday and tallied
nine in total against the two
Taiwanese teams.
“I’m just trying to do my
job, and that is to make shots
for this team,” Wright said.
Point guard Chun ChenYing had 17 points, five rebounds and five assists to pace
Taiwan B, which actually outrebounded Gilas, 40-37, despite
the Filipinos, for a change, looking to be the bigger team.
The scores:
GILAS 93 – Wright 21,
Pogoy 15, Myers 14, Jalalon 13,
Ravena 10, Ferrer 8, Cruz 6,
Standhardinger 6, Daquioag 0,
Vosotros 0, Pessumal 0, Paras

Gilas Pilipinas against Taipei

(Photo: www.smartgilasbasketball.com)

Tuesday.
The 16-point win by the
Filipinos on Sunday night would
give Gilas the edge in case of a
triple tie with Chinese Taipei A
and the Canadians at the end
of the elimination round, since
Canada won by just 13.
Wright fired 21 points and

0.

Taipei-White 82 – Chen
Y.C. 17, Barone 16, Huang T.H.
13, Chen G.Q. 9, Lee 8, Chien
5, Wen 5, Huang H.H. 4, Liu 3,
Fan 2, Wu 0.
Quarters: 18-20, 44-44, 6962; 93-82. (Musong R. Castillo /
inquirer.net)
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opinion
PerryScope

The politics behind the ‘Ilocos Six’
PERRY DIAZ
In Philippine
politics, it’s hard to
determine who the real
enemies are. Their
enemies today could be
their allies tomorrow
or vice versa. Which
reminds me of Benjamin
Disraeli’s popular mantra: “We have no permanent friends. We have no permanent enemies. We
just have permanent interests.” But the Ilocano
psyche goes beyond that mantra. To Ilocanos,
blood is thicker than water, but politics transcend
blood relationships. So don’t be misled when
brothers face each other in an election. The truth
is: no matter who wins, power remains within the
family. And that’s to keep others from getting
into their “exclusive” domain.
Take the Ortega political clan for example.
They’ve dominated politics in La Union for the
past century. They have occupied the governor’s
office, won congressional seats and provincial
board seats, served as city and town mayors,
and sat on city and town councils. They may be
running against each other in these elections, but
they remain “family.”
The Marcoses of Ilocos Norte are now in the
same situation. After three generations in politics
since World War II, they control the political
pendulum in the province. Their patriarch, the
late President Ferdinand Marcos, occupied the
presidency for more than 20 years. When the
People Power Revolution of 1986 deposed him,
the family went into exile in Hawaii. But in the
1990’s they were able to come back and eventually, one by one, run for office. Daughter Imee
Marcos is now the governor of Ilocos Norte while
son Ferdinand “Bongbong” Jr. won a Senate seat;
however, he lost in his vice presidential bid last
year. The matriarch Imelda Marcos won the 2nd
District congressional seat where her late husband began his political career.
Third generation Marcoses
In May 2015, Imee officially notified the
Commission of Elections that she was a resident
of Laoag. In September that same year, the three
sons of Bongbong – Ferdinand “Sandro” Alexander III, 23, Joseph Simon, 22, and Vincent, 20 –
registered as voters of Laoag City, claiming their
dad’s house in Barangay Suba as their residence.
Imee’s youngest son, Matthew Joseph Manotoc,
27, ran for the Ilocos Norte provincial board in
2016 and won.
It’s interesting to note that Manotoc topped
the race edging Ria Christina Fariñas into second
place. Ria Christina is Rudy Fariñas’ daughter.
Manotoc’s lead over Ria Christina was of significant importance, which has raised a political red
flag in the province. Rudy Fariñas is the patriarch
of the powerful Fariñas family that had dominated politics in the 1st District for over half a
century.
With the province split into two districts, one
controlled by the Fariñas clan and the other by
the Marcos clan, the two clans managed to coexist
peacefully since the 1980s when the late dictator
Ferdinand Marcos ruled the country.
In 1980, Rudy Fariñas, whose family owns
and operates Fariñas Trans, one of the oldest fleets of northern Luzon buses, was elected
mayor of Laoag, making him one the youngest
mayors during his time. In 1988, Fariñas ran for
Ilocos Norte governor and won in a landslide.
He was reelected in 1992 and 1995. He served as
governor for 10 years. After that, he ran and won
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in 1998 as the 1st District’s representative. He
served for only one three-year term.
Fariñas’ alliance with the Marcoses lasted
until 2007 when Fariñas was defeated by a political neophyte, Michael Marcos Keon. Keon was
backed by the Marcoses, after all Keon was a first
cousin of Imee. But three years later, in 2010,
Fariñas and Imee resumed their alliance. Imee
tried to stop Keon from running for reelection
but Keon wouldn’t withdraw. It was then that
Imee decided to run against Keon. She won and
it prevented the Marcos-Fariñas alliance from
disintegrating. However, the alliance didn’t last
too long.
Ilocos Six
Last year, a scandal erupted in Laoag City
over the missing P85 million from the city treasury. The rift between the erstwhile allies, Imee
Marcos and Rudy Fariñas, came to a head when
the House committee on good government and
public accountability started to investigate the alleged misuse of province’s tobacco funds in 2012.
It was alleged that that P66.4 million worth of
buses and multi-cabs were purchased without
public bidding.
The House committee summoned six
Ilocos Norte officials – called the “Ilocos Six”
-- to answer questions concerning the missing
funds. The officials showed up but they refused
to answer questions. This prompted the House
committee to order them detained. If they continue to refuse to answer questions, they could be
detained until the end of the current Congress in
June 2019.
Their boss, Governor Imee Marcos was furious! She lambasted House Majority Floor Leader
Fariñas and dared him to bring the fight back to
Ilocos Norte. She also sought relief from the Supreme Court. At a press conference, Imee blamed
her political rivalry with Fariñas for triggering the
House investigation.
It’s interesting to note that both Imee and
Fariñas will be termed out in 2019. Which
makes one wonder what their political plans are
in the 2019 midterm election? Imee could run
for Fariñas’ 1st District seat, after all she’s now
officially a resident of Laoag City, which is in the
1st District. Bongbong’s eldest son Sandro is now
primed to run for office in the province. Why not
the governorship that Imee would be vacating?
Bongbong’s second son, Joseph Simon would
be in a position to run for mayor of Laoag City
against incumbent Chevylle Fariñas. And Bongbong’s youngest son Vincent would qualify to run
against Laoag City’s incumbent vice-mayor and
Chevylle’s husband, Michael Fariñas. That would
certainly stack up the cards against the Fariñas
clan right in their own backyard.
Meanwhile, Bongbong’s electoral protest
against Vice President Leni Robredo is now before the Supreme Court convened as Presidential
Electoral Tribunal (PET). If Bongbong wins and
takes over the vice presidency, it would certainly
make the Marcos clan the preeminent political
body in Ilocos Norte. And this could cause the
downfall of the Fariñas clan.
Rudy is rumored to be vying to be the next
Ombudsman after the retirement of Ombudsman
Conchita Carpio-Morales in 2018. Rudy also
wants his daughter Ria Christina Fariñas to succeed him in the 1st District in 2019. Ria Christina
is currently serving as a Member of the Ilocos
Norte Provincial Board. However, she gained
some national recognition when she was elected
as the new president of the Provincial Board
Members League of the Philippines (PBMLP) last
February 28.

TO PAGE A7

Street Talk
Is Duterte capable of untangling
the traffic logjam?
GREG B. MACABENTA
President Rodrigo
Duterte has demonstrated
that when he wants to
get something done, he
can crack the whip on the
bureaucrats, keep antagonistic media under the gun
(figuratively and literally)
and completely ignore the
protests of activists and the
political opposition.
The only sectors that Duterte appears unable – or
unwilling – to read the riot act to are the business
oligarchs and the political overlords.
Is Duterte, with the awesome powers of the presidency, capable of facing down these powerful sectors?
According to pundits, he could if he wants to, notwithstanding the risks.
In fact, his anti-drug campaign exposed him
to public condemnation, not only in the Philippines
but also internationally, but he took the risk anyway.
And he has proven that those who have protested and
threatened his bloody policy with reprisal are toothless
and impotent.
Where he has a mind to, Duterte has had his way,
as shown by the thousands of who have been killed in
his war on drugs (many on mere suspicion), the imprisonment of Senator Leila de Lima on obviously trumpedup charges, and the brazen reinstatement of the PNP
officers behind the liquidation of Albuera, Leyte Mayor
Rolando Espinosa and Raul Yap inside their jail cell.
To go back to the question: Is Duterte capable of
addressing problems of governance confronting his
administration?
“Capable” in the context of the power to do so,
yes. He has the powers and the support of a compliant Congress. “Capable” in the sense of the managerial competence to see his way through a complicated
problem – that is questionable. And “capable” in the
context of bucking the oligarchs and political overlords,
doubtful.
His record of performance on his first year in office
is impressive only in the eyes of his die-hard supporters, as reflected in public opinion polls. The latest Social
Weather Station poll, which shows Duterte enjoying a
fantastic 78% approval rating, is a classic example of
a “blank wall” survey – the respondents have no way
around, over or under the question, so they take the
easy option. They give the response that they think the
researchers expect them to give,
The survey question reads: “Please tell me how
satisfied or dissatisfied you are with the performance of
RODRIGO DUTERTE as President of the Philippines.
Are you very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, undecided
if satisfied or dissatisfied, somewhat dissatisfied, very
dissatisfied, or you have not ever heard or read anything
about RODRIGO DUTERTE?”
Did SWS bother to probe what it was the respondents were “satisfied, dissatisfied, somewhat dissatisfied
or very dissatisfied with”?
The polling firm could at least have asked what the
respondents felt about the horrendous traffic situation
in Metro Manila and the efficiency (or lack of efficiency)
of public services, such as the release of car plates and
drivers’ licenses by the LTFRB.
But then the polling firms have never been known
to be incisive, except in conducting privately commissioned political surveys. Besides, maybe they don’t have
the guts to present unflattering responses.
At any rate, these ass-kissing polls give Duterte no
motivation to get his managerial act together. As long
as the Filipino people are happy and satisfied with his
macho image, okay na iyan.
Never mind the continuing incompetence of his
government. The mainstream and social media trolls
and allies can always keep his poll ratings up.
Of course, the Duterte government did not invent
incompetence in running the Philippine government.
The unlamented administration of President Benigno
Aquino III had an unbelievable talent for it.
But one would have expected that Duterte – with
the glorious promise of “Change” – would appoint officials with the requisite managerial skills and the vision
to identify the endemic problems in government, as well

As I See It
Why apply for dual citizenship
ELPIDIO R. ESTIOKO Re-Acquisition Law of 2002 (RA 9225), which is
At first, I didn’t
entertain the idea of applying for dual citizenship when I became
an American citizen in
2008. I renounced my
Filipino citizenship then
and became an American, a Filipino-American, although some critics say “…if you become an
American, why still affix the word Filipino?”
Through the years, the Filipino in me, just
like many, run in my veins. While an American, I
think and act like a Filipino, just like many of us.
This is what I wrote in my column months back in
response to Prez. Digong’s comment that “Filipinos in America are no longer Filipinos, they’re
Americans”.
In the workplace, they even noticed my Filipino accent. Even my students in college noticed
that…a trademark by most of us, but maybe it’s
okay considering that I was teaching then ESL
(English as a Second Language).
Anyway, last Sunday July 16, 2017, my wife
Delia and I re-acquired our Filipino citizenship
by taking the Philippine Oath of Allegiance before
Consul Carlyn Monastrial during their outreach
program in the month of July in Milpitas’s Seasons Market Place at Landess Avenue in Milpitas.
Unlike when I took my American citizenship
through naturalization where I renounced my
Filipino citizenship, the Philippine Oath of Allegiance does not require renouncing my allegiance
to the US. We re-acquired our Filipino citizenship
under the Philippine Citizenship Retention and

a privilege accorded only to those in compliance
with the law and existing regulations.
Once inside the consulate outreach office, going through the application process and
processing of papers is orderly, easy and smooth.
What makes it difficult and agonizing was getting
an appointment, which stage in the application
process is being taken care of by a group not affiliated with the consulate. They were authorized
to do that but I think they are not professional
enough to handle it. I applied for an appointment
months ahead but I didn’t get any confirmation
or response telling me that appointment is full.
No response… at all! I tried to contact Philippine
Embassy in San Francisco and they told me that
a group is handling it and if I didn’t receive an
email back, that means it’s full. I then responded
that it’s not possible considering that I sent it too
early for the appointment. I interviewed other
applicants and they told me they applied two
months and even three months ahead and they
also didn’t get any appointment confirmation nor
a response to the email. This is reflecting on the
embassy itself and many of our kababayans are
really frustrated and upset.
So, when the day came, we have to form two
long lines as early as 7:00 a.m. One line with confirmed appointments and the other line without
appointments seeking to have one as stand-by or
walk-in. A list of walk-ins came out of the line but
they then said they can only take 10 walk-ins for
passport application and other legal documents
and no walk-ins for dual citizenship. A lot of
arguments ensued among the applicants and the
group outside manning the appointment. Those
with confirmed appointments were given num-

as the political will, the courage and the willingness to
step on powerful toes to get the right things done por
la Patria.
The traffic logjam in Metro Manila is one glaring
example – nay, one embarrassing example – of bureaucratic incompetence, coupled with helplessness before
the oligarchs.
The ideas concocted by the Department of Transportation, foreign entities like the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) and Congress (which has a
“Traffic Crisis” bill pending passage) have been classic
examples of solutions that skirt a fundamental problem
staring them in the face.
Incompetence and powerful business and political
interests.
Gross incompetence is one obvious reason why the
MRT and the LRT systems have not been operated efficiently, and why these have not been expanded over the
years, well ahead of the overcrowding of Metro Manila’s
streets and highways.
But the harsh fact is that powerful business and
political interests would have blocked any well-meaning
efforts of competent managers to do a good job.
The vicious tug-of-war between oligarchs over the
location of the MRT-LRT common station in the vicinity of Ayala’s TriNoMa mall and SM City North EDSA is
but one glaring example of these powerful business and
political interests are work.
An opinion piece in the Manila Standard early this
year by columnist, Rod Kapunan, entitled, “Our chopchop light rail system,” put it very bluntly:
“There is no reason for the public to thank the
country’s oligarchy for chopping up the country’s light
rail system that is causing them much suffering and
inconvenience. The decision to build ‘Grand Central
Station’ is not meant to ease the clogging of commuters
who are forced to transfer to another rail way transit,
but is meant to maximize their profit. Passengers will
continue to be ‘transhipped’ and undergo the same agonizing gauntlet of being crammed with the rest of the
proletariats like chattels to reach their workplace.
“The Memorandum of Agreement was signed by
SM Prime Holdings, Inc., Universal LRT Corp. unit of
San Miguel Corp., Light Rail Manila Corp. and North
Triangle Development Commercial Corp as well as the
Department of Transportation, Department of Public
Works and Highways and the Light Rail Transit Authority. It envisions to link the LRT-1, MRT-3 and the
future MRT-7 to a common station that will have three
components: Area A where the platform and concourse
for LRT-1 and MRT-3 will be located; Area B which will
consist of two common concourses connecting Area A
and C; and Area C, the platform concourse of MRT-7.”
Note that the private sector signatories of the MOA
are all heavy hitters. If you were to go over all of the major infrastructure projects and business opportunities
in our hapless Republic, the same names will emerge.
They control the economy and the politicians who make
the final decisions
The MOA is a “win-win” solution to a problem
that would have given either SM or the Ayala group, a
major advantage in terms of cornering the light railway
passenger traffic at the end of EDSA. A win for both of
them. But what about the poor commuters?
An interesting question asked by mischievous pundits is, if Noynoy Aquino were not president and Mar
Roxas were not in his various positions of power, would
the Ayala group have succeeded in blocking SM Prime
Holding’s preemption of the location of the common
MRT-LRT station at North EDSA?
The next obvious question is, what other business
opportunities and potential monopolies will be subjected to the same tug-of-war among these corporate
giants?
The officials manning the various departments
in government are impotent in the face of the money
and political clout of these oligarchs. Transportation
Secretary Arthur Tugade can come up with “solutions”
to the Metro Manila traffic problem, like being given
“vast emergency powers,” JICA can recommend such
ambitious projects as a subway system, and Congress
can legislate laws to address the “Traffic Crisis,” but the
bottom line is, unless these business and political moguls are assured their respective pounds of flesh, we will
always witness the kind of tug-of-war that characterized
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bers and lucky walk-ins were likewise given numbers. If your number is called, then it’s your time
to enter the outreach office to start the reprocessing of papers. It was long day and at the end of
the day, when all dual citizenship applicants were
signed, we were all gathered by the consul for a
mass oath taking as Filipino citizens. We survived
the process!
So, what are the benefits of a dual citizen
or a citizen of two nationalities? In re-acquiring
our status as a Filipino citizen under RA 9225,
once again we will enjoy full civil and political
rights under existing laws of the Philippines. For
example, we have the right to vote in Philippine
national elections; right to own land and property
in the Philippines; and right to engage in business
or profession as a Filipino.
In addition, we can stay in the Philippines
indefinitely provided that upon our arrival in the
Philippines, we present before the Philippine Immigration Officer our valid US passport and our
dual citizenship documents.
Check this out – you do not need a Philippine
passport to travel to the Philippines. Just bring
your valid US passport and your dual citizenship
documents when you go to the Philippines.
Okay, for those who are planning to apply for
dual citizenship, the requirements are simple. An
applicant must personally appear and present the
following documents, aside from the application
form: an original and photocopy of your birth certificate from the National Statistics Office (NSO)/
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) and the birth
certificate must indicate or show Filipino as your
nationality/citizenship; foreign naturalization
certificate; Or, a combination of two (2) documents from the Philippines and one (1) document
from the foreign country. Acceptable Philippine
documents are old Philippine passport, marriage
certificate, ID issued by the Philippine Government Agency with your photo, full name, date of
birth and nationality such as LTO driver’s license
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INDICTED NOYNOY AQUINO
... FROM PAGE A1
are concerned, and I’m also concerned. But I told
them, if there is room for the truth to come out, then
we’re OK,” Aquino said.
The former president admitted that it would be
a difficult process for him and his family, especially
since this was the first time he was getting charged.
Also, the detention of De Lima somehow brought on
the feeling of fear, although De Lima faces different
charges on alleged links to the illegal drug trade.
Aquino said his prayer is for guidance to do
the right thing at the right time. “Siguro in a sense,
I think it proves my point, when you have to make
a decision, you will probably not please everybody.
One would hope the decision is based on firm facts
and legal principles rather than the need to satisfy
the public,” he added.
At Malacanang, President Duterte dismissed
Aquino’s indictment as “silly” when asked to comment on it. Duterte said charges to be filed against
Aquino over the Mamasapano clash are doomed to
fail since, as then commander-in-chief of the armed
forces, Aquino could order anyone to help in a security or law enforcement operation.
Ordered charged along with Aquino were
co-accused former Philippine National Police chief
Alan Purisima and former PNP-Special Action Force
Director Getulio Napeñas Jr.

DE LIMA CHARGES AGUIRRE
... FROM PAGE A1
the NPS under respondent DoJ Secretary,” read De
Lima’s complaint.
De Lima also accused Aguirre of fabricating
the charges in the three drug cases filed against her
last February. She was arrested and detained the
same month after the Department of Justice (DoJ)
filed three counts of drug trade against her for also
supposedly extorting drug money from New Bilibid
Prison convicts to bankroll her senatorial bid in last
year’s election.
She said Aguirre may have even pressured the
Anti-Money Laundering Council (AMLC) and its
former Chief Julia Bacay-Abad to dig up dirt on her.
Aguirre previously announced to media that
AMLC documents can link bank transactions to De
Lima’s purported kickbacks from drug money inside
the New Bilibid Prison. He said the amounts ranged
from PHP 500 million to PHP 1 billion.
“It is not far-fetched that the sudden or untimely resignation of former AMLC Executive Director
Julia Bacay-Abad a month after President Duterte’s
criticism of AMLC officials for allegedly being uncooperative, could have been due to pressures being
exerted on Bacay-Abad and other AMLC officials to
come up with something adverse to complainant,”
De Lima said.

FULL-SCOPE MEDI-CAL
... FROM PAGE A1
time vowing to keep his campaign promises to step
up deportations and dismantle immigrant benefits.
This sent undocumented children and their
parents scrambling for cover again. The national
research and advocacy group Children Now took
a second survey of Health4AllKids providers and
partners between February and March 2017 and
reported: “One respondent poignantly stated ‘The
current political climate has generated a lot of fear
among undocumented families and has made them
more fearful of accessing services.’ There are some
hints of pro-active requests for dis-enrollment from
Health4AllKids coverage, which could signal a troubling trend.”
The Republican plans to repeal and replace
Obamacare contain more troubling possibilities for
immigrants. Both the Senate and House versions
make severe cuts to Medicaid (Medi-Cal in California). If the provision in either bill becomes law, the
State will have to find additional funds itself, or limit
the scope of services or restrict who is covered in
Medi-Cal.
Currently, 47 out of 58 counties in the State
provide some care to undocumented residents. But
the care is uneven. In some counties, undocumented immigrants can get dialysis and can donate
organs but they are not eligible for organ transplant
and care.
Health4AllKids is widely hailed as a success.
It provides primary and specialty care, including
vision, dental and mental.
If not for Health4AllKids, Isabella from Columbia wouldn’t have received treatment for cerebral
palsy. Nor would the 10-year old from El Salvador
suffering from PTSD at Ravenswood Family Health

PDP-LABAN OUT
... FROM PAGE A2
ment” for Philippine municipalities and cities and
that he “extended an invitation to Pei and CPC
members to visit the Philippines soon.”
When contacted by reporters for details
about the agreement with CPC last December
and the reported party training, Pimentel replied:
“We enhance our relationship. We use imagination on how to do it. There were no specific activities listed.”
Mr. Duterte, who describes himself as a socialist, has expressed admiration for China since
he assumed office last year and deferred pursuing
the Philippine territorial dispute with China in
the West Philippine Sea in exchange for infrastructure loans and investments from the Asian
superpower.
He is also known to enjoy personal ties with
leaders of the Communist Party of the Philippines
(CPP). He resumed formal peace negotiations
with the rebel group since talks were shelved in
the past administration.
The CPP has been waging a guerrilla war
through its armed wing, the New People’s Army,

AS I SEE IT
... FROM PAGE A6
and Postal ID. You also need two 2x2 colored ID
photos with white background without glasses or
colored contact lens taken within the 6 months
period from application. US documents include
your naturalization certificate, valid US passport,
or your driver’s license. By the way, application
fee is $50 paid in cash.
If you are a former Filipino who does not
want to or cannot apply for dual citizenship
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Aquino pointed out that during a discussion
with his lawyers after the Ombudsman’s ruling came
out on Friday, it was made clear that he was charged
with reckless imprudence resulting in multiple
homicide but this was dismissed for lack of probable
cause.
The former president maintained that Purisima
– suspended at the time the operation against two
international terrorists was conducted in Mamasapano – was considered a “subject matter expert” and
a good adviser, citing his background such as being
part of the Special Action Force. Exactly 44 members of the SAF were killed during the operation.
Aquino said he consulted Purisima on police
matters as they had known each other for a long
time and had built a certain level of trust. He
stressed Purisima would not just give him a usual
report but a personal assessment of things he would
be asking for.
The former president would not say if the Senate, which investigated the incident, was fair to him
but he reiterated he was never given the chance to
explain his side, even before the Board of Inquiry of
the Philippine National Police.
The Ombudsman found Aquino liable to usurpation of authority for allowing Purisima to play a
“major role” in Oplan Exodus, the SAF operation
aimed to neutralize Malaysian terrorist Zulkifli bin
Hir, alias Marwan, and Filipino bomb maker Abdul
Basit Usman.
The former justice secretary also accused
Aguirre of forcing employees to turn against her. For
this, she filed criminal complaints of grave coercion
and falsification of documents against the justice
chief.
She also slapped Aguirre with administrative
violations over incidents of fake news.
A youth group earlier filed a similar complaint
before the Ombudsman over Aguirre’s media announcements, some of which turned out to be false,
including a purported meeting in Marawi City between opposition lawmakers and influential clans.
“These acts constitute dishonesty, grave misconduct, oppression, inefficiency and incompetence
in the performance of official duties, and conduct
grossly prejudicial to the best interest of the service,”
De Lima said.
While critics have tagged Aguirre as the “fake
news king,” he continues to enjoy the President’s
trust.
According to De Lima, Aguirre forced and
intimidated DoJ employees Jonathan Caranto and
Edna “Bogs” Obuyes into admitting ownership of
bank accounts they supposedly held for De Lima.
De Lima said Aguirre confronted the employees
with bank transaction slips which later turned out to
be fake. De Lima attached a sworn statement from
Obuyes which details her account of Aguirre’s supposed coercion.
Center in Palo Alto.
In the State’s Health and Human Services
proposed 2017-18 Funding, $102.6 billion (or 66.4
percent) is allotted for Medi-Cal alone. More than
CalWORKS at $3.8 billion (or 2.5 percent), SSI/SSP
(support for aged, blind and disabled) at $2.9 billion
(or 1.9 percent), In-home support services at $10.6
billion (or 6.9 percent), State hospitals at $1.6 billion
(or 1.0 percent), and even Public Health at $3.3 billion (or 2.1 percent).
But these numbers from the State’s budget
website don’t do much to alleviate the climate of fear
that pervades throughout even the legal immigrant
community. The anxiety of ‘expedited removal’
numbs many of the undocumented into indecision.
Never mind if HIPAA (guidelines for security
of health information) are still in place or Senate
Bill 244 (which enhances privacy and confidentiality protections in State databases and prohibits
information sharing without a subpoena served) was
set in place by Sen. Ricardo Lara (D-Bell Gardens).
Sen. Kevin de Leon’s (D-Los Angeles) Senate Bill 54
(or California Values Act) further limits information
sharing between local enforcement and ICE.
Fear has gripped most in the undocumented
community into inaction. However, as of this writing, there has not been any undocumented child enrolled in Health4AllKids reported detained by ICE,
according to California Immigrant Policy Center
Health Policy Manager Betzabel Estudillo.
Through all this, many Filipino undocumented
immigrants remain in super stealth mode even with
the heightened outreach campaign for healthcare for
their children that began in May 2016.
This article was produced as a project for the
USC Center for Health Journalism’s California Fellowship.
(To be continued)

over the past 49 years.
Opposition party
PDP-Laban was formed during the growing
political opposition against the late strongman
Ferdinand Marcos a few years before the 1986
People Power Revolution that ended the dictatorship.
PDP was founded in 1982 by Pimentel’s
father, former Senate President Aquilino “Nene”
Pimentel Jr.
It entered into coalition the next year with
Laban to become a major opposition party. Laban
fielded in 1978 former Sen. Benigno “Ninoy”
Aquino Jr., who was then under military arrest,
and other opposition leaders in the parliamentary
elections.
PDP-Laban was one of the minority political parties under the Aquino administration, but
became Mr. Duterte’s political party when he ran
in the 2016 presidential election.
Since Mr. Duterte’s election, PDP-Laban has
entered into coalition with most other parties
to become the dominant political party with an
overwhelming majority in Congress.
Mr. Duterte was named party chair, while
Pimentel was retained party president. (Dona Z.
Pazzibugan / inquirer.net)
but want to stay in the Philippines longer than
allowed by the visa waiver agreement, you can
either apply for a visa or avail of the Balikbayan
program.
The outreach program in Milpitas has
benefited many Filipinos not only in the city of
Milpitas but also in adjoining cities. Applicants
don’t need to go to the Philippine embassy in San
Francisco to transact business.
Let’s continue the outreach in Milpitas!
For feedbacks, comments, etc. please email
the author at estioko.elpidio@gmail.com).

ISABELLA’S STORY
... FROM PAGE A1
application assistant at the Community Health
Initiative of Orange County. In May 2014, Child Care
Services (CCS) approved Isabella for specialized care
when she was diagnosed with cerebral palsy. She
was granted Medi-Cal in May 2016.
Isabella went through surgery on both knees
to keep from falling and to help with her equilibrium. She went to therapy to restore mobility in her
muscles.
CCS pays for her twice a week rehabilitation
and Medi-Cal provides for her routine care at no
cost. A friend from church volunteered to give Isabella dance instruction as another form of therapy.
Isabella goes to Fullerton Physical Therapy &
Sports Care and Los Angeles Children’s Hospital.
She just turned 12 and is now at 6th grade. She has

IMEE ASKS SUPREME
... FROM PAGE A1
Supreme Court for their release.
The House of Representatives remained defiant
despite an order by the Court of Appeals to release
the Ilocos Six.
Named as respondents in the petition are
House Majority Leader and Ilocos Norte Rep.
Rodolfo Fariñas, House Committee Chairman and
Surigao del Sur Rep. Johnny Pimentel and House
Sergeant-at-arms Roland Detabali.
In a 67-page petition, Marcos and the Ilocos Six
noted that the habeas corpus case remained unresolved by the appellate court and its earlier orders
for their immediate release were repeatedly ignored
by the House of Representatives.
“It is not likely that a decision on the habeas
corpus case is forthcoming,” the petitioners said
citing the July 7 letter of Associate Justice Edwin
Sorongon.
The petitioners also sought a temporary
restraining order to stop the House Committee on
good government and public accountability from
investigating the Ilocos Norte’s alleged misuse of
PHP 66.45 million in tobacco excise funds.

PH COURT OF APPEALS
... FROM PAGE A1
10,000 human-rights victims during the Marcos’
regime.
In a 19-page decision penned by Associate
Justice Normandie Pizarro, the Appellate Court
held that the final judgment rendered by the Hawaii
Court on February 3, 1995 is not binding because it
had no jurisdiction as the right to due process of all
the unnamed claimants, as well as the respondent
Marcos estate, have been violated.
The US court ordered the awarding of a total
$1.964 billion in damages to human-rights victims
during the Marcos regime.
“To our minds, the failure of the final judgment
to meet the standards of what a valid judgment is
in our country compels us to deny its enforcement,”
said the CA. It added that Rules of comity should
not be made to prevail over our Constitution and we
cannot allow foreign impositions to trample upon
our sovereignty.”
It explained that the Hawaii District Court certified MDL 840 as a class suit, which should mean
that the parties who file the case both for themselves
and those they seek to represent share a common
legal interest — “that is, the subject of the suit over
which there exists a cause of action is common to all
persons who belong to the group.”
The CA noted that, in the final judgment issued
by the Hawaii Court and being sought to be enforced
here, the purported claimants were classified into
three subclasses according to the basis of their
claims, namely, torture, summary execution and
disappearance victims.
Such classification of the claimants, according
to the CA, is an obvious recognition that “no common question of law and fact exists between/among
the claimants.”
In other words, the CA stressed that each
claimant in MDL 840 had a right, if any, only to
the damage that such individual may have suffered,
and not one of them had any right to or can claim
any interest in the damage or injury which another

U.S. HEALTH CARE
... FROM PAGE B5
sign to end the Obamacare nightmare.”

‘Unworkable’
Over the weekend, McConnell delayed a vote to
proceed on the bill, after Senator John McCain, 80,
underwent surgery to remove a blood clot

above his eye and said he would recuperate at home in
Arizona for at least a week.
But McCain’s absence is now a moot point.
Several Republicans had already expressed concern that the new bill could slash funding for Medicaid,
the health insurance program for the poor and the
disabled.
The new bill would gradually roll back the program, a move that some Republicans warn could lead to
millions losing coverage.
The latest defections also show that conservatives are frustrated that the new bill does not repeal the
Obamacare taxes.
Democratic reaction was swift.
This failure is proof “that the core of this bill is unworkable,” said top Senate Democrat Chuck Schumer.
Republicans should instead “start from scratch
and work with Democrats on a bill that lowers premiums, provides long-term stability to the markets and
improves our health care system.”
‘Wheels off the bus’

PERRYSCOPE
... FROM PAGE A6
With Imee terming out in 2019, she might run
for a Senate seat. Where else is she going to go? And
with Rudy Fariñas turning out too, he might run for a
Senate seat. It would certainly be an interesting face-off
between the two former allies, now bitter adversaries.
Or, Rudy could instead run for governor, which might

STREETTALK
... FROM PAGE A6
the plans for the North EDSA “Grand Central Station.”
In addition to that, of course, is the incompetence
and the graft that will accompany the operation of the
proposed subway system. If these idiots can’t efficiently
operate the MRT and LRT, are we to believe that they
can properly run a subway system?
Now, who has the power to stop this vicious
scramble for economic supremacy for the sake of the

more confidence and now engages in games and
other group activities though her gait is still far from
normal.
Daissy said, “We don’t know when she’ll get
better. The only one that knows when she’ll stop
needing therapy is God.”
Daissy works odd jobs as a healthcare worker,
house cleaner and anything else she can find. She
also receives financial support from people who
know Isabella’s condition.
There is no Plan B for Daissy if the specialized
care benefits for Isabella were to go away. All the
progress from therapy would be in jeopardy. She
said she would knock on doors and never give up
asking for help.
This article was produced as a project for the
USC Center for Health Journalism’s California Fellowship.
They told the high court that the House inquiry
was “not in aid of legislation” but a “fishing expedition to determine the guilt of respondent Fariñas’
political enemies” in violation of the petitioners’
right to due process.
They also said the House Committee subjected
the six employees to psychological torture and
intimidation.
Marcos described as a “hostage crisis” the case
of the Ilocos Six who were detained at the Batasan
Complex for refusal to answer questions on the
alleged fraudulent use of the PHP 66.45 million
tobacco excise funds.
She insisted there was no irregularity about
the decision of the provincial government of Ilocos
Norte to purchase some PHP 66.45 million worth of
vehicles using the excise funds without the benefit of
a public bidding.
She described the House inquiry into Ilocos
Norte’s use of tobacco excise funds as a “witchhunt.” She said the House investigation obviously
stemmed from her political rivalry with Fariñas in
Ilocos Norte.

suffered.
Hence, MDL 840 was not and should not have
been brought as a class suit.
Furthermore, the CA held that the Hawaii
Court failed to ensure that the 10 Filipino citizens
who initiated MDL 840—Celsa Hilao, Josefina
Hilao Forcadilla, Arturo Revilla Jr., Rodolfo Benosa,
Danila Fuente, Renato Pineda, Adora Faye de Vera,
Domiciano Amparo, Christopher Sorio and Jose Duran — were truly and legally authorized by the other
purported claimants.
It noted that Hilao, et. al. did not identify the
other claimants they purportedly represent and also
failed to present any power of attorney from any of
them.
“In the absence, therefore, of such authority,
the final judgment rendered by said court is not
binding because the right to due process of all the
unnamed claimants, as well as the herein respondent estate, had been violated,” the CA emphasized.
The Appellate Court added that the final
judgment failed to meet the standards for a valid
judgment considering that, despite the fact that
the complaint in MDL 840 was filed under the Anti
Tort Claim Act (Atca), the decision was rendered on
the basis of a different law, presumably the Torture
Victim Protection Act.
Atca is a law that grants jurisdiction to federal
district courts over all causes where an alien sues for
any harm resulting from a violation of international
law, no matter where the harm occurred, or who
inflicted the harm, as long as the plaintiff serves
process in US territory.
The CA stressed that the final judgment in MDL
840 utilized procedures, such as the classification of
the purported claimants into subclasses, which are
not provided for under the Atca.
Furthermore, the CA noted that the US Supreme Court recently issued a ruling in Kiobel v.
Royal Dutch Petroleum that abandons previous
rulings that the Atca applies to claims involving
human-rights abuses or other international law alleged to have occurred in foreign countries.
Republican leaders are eager to notch a major victory for Trump in Congress as he nears the six-month
mark of his presidency.
Congress could also address tax reform and
infrastructure - but the Senate must first deal with a
logjam of urgent business, including whether to raise
the federal borrowing limit.
Some fear that repealing Obamacare could
adversely impact millions of Americans on Medicaid,
or make health costs soar for people with pre-existing
health conditions.
There is little institutional support for the bill,
and even less for an amendment introduced by Senator
Ted Cruz that would allow insurers to offer bare-bones
plans that do not comply with Obamacare’s coverage
requirements.
The chief executives of America’s Health Insurance
Plans and the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association called
it “simply unworkable in any form.”
A Post poll released Sunday showed Americans
preferred Obamacare to the Republican plan by 50
percent to 24 percent.
Despite the Republican setback, Democratic Senator Chris Murphy said his Republican colleagues will
not easily give up.
“There’s a couple wheels off the bus right now,”
Murphy told MSNBC after the announcement from Lee
and Moran.
But “they are not going to give up on it,” he added.
(AFP)
be easier to win than a Senate seat if Sandro Marcos
wouldn’t run against him. But there will always be
someone from the Marcos camp who would challenge
him. Matthew Joseph Manotoc comes to mind. And if
he runs, he could give Fariñas a good run for his money.
Which makes one wonder: Is the “Ilocos Six”
scandal being used to achieve a political end? Or is it to
punish the corrupt?
Machiavelli lives! (PerryDiaz@gmail.com)
Filipino people? And who has the responsibility for appointing people who can perform with competence and
efficiency?
The obvious answer is President Rodrigo Duterte.
But will he?
Or will he be too busy solving the crisis in Mindanao and going after drug suspects to attend to problems
that may be beyond his competence? And will he prefer
to enjoy his fantastic approval ratings? (gregmacabenta@hotmail.com)
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business &
tech news
Itama po natin!
BEN LOU
Q: Do you pay
the clients in your
testimonial ads?
A: What
would the point
be of creating a
testimonial ad if
the client was being
paid? The only thing we should be able
to control is the time constraints and the
outline of the material that the testimonial would deliver the message that we
wanted to send. Paying the client only
shows that he becomes a puppet to what
he is being told to do.
With my testimonials, we do not pay
our clients. We do not even buy them
lunch or give them any form for stipend
or per diem. This is to make sure we do
not sway them in any way to say something they are not comfortable with or
say only what we want them to say. That
is why our testimonial ads are more effective. They are not made to look like
they were professionally handled and as
long as the client is able to tell their message, that is a good shoot.
I heard from a good source that
the clients in the testimonial ads from
Financial Rescue are paid. Also the
clients they are showing in their ads are
graduates from an old program that they
do not even have anymore so how is
that being truthful to the public? They
are not showing any graduates from the
program that is being ran from Manila,
Philippines where they use Philippine debt negotiators who do not know
the U.S. laws. They are putting you in
harm’s way, so be careful.
Ang ating lesson, Taong mali ang
pagpayaman, walang pakialam kung sino
masagasaan.
At Debt Aid Consulting, we pride
ourselves with providing only Federal
Trade Commission compliant programs.

Our programs are here to help you get
out of debt sooner than later and we do
not send your information outside of the
country.
If you need help in getting out of
payday loans, or any other unsecured
debts, call Debt Aid Consulting. We have
free Credit Repair while and after your
program. We do not use call centers
which keeps your information safe. We
have a new program that reconstruct
debts for half of what you would pay
our competitors. We also provide legal
assistance that keeps collectors away.
We take Federal Credit Unions, Military
Debts, Payday loans and high interest
personal loans in our program too. This
is exclusively available for Debt Aid
Consulting clients. None of our competitors provide this program. You are well
protected.
We only provide Federal Trade Commission compliant programs. Debt relief
companies who charge non refundable
upfront fees are in violation of the ban.
Go with Debt Aid Consulting!
Do not fall for marketing gimmicks
saying that they have the right program
for you. Most marketing companies only
have one program and will enroll you in
that program whether it fits you or not.
So beware!
Ben Lou at your service! I have
over 30 years of real financial experience. If you would like sound financial
advice, call us at Debt Aid Consulting.
We do not use call centers like Financial Rescue. No one has the right to put
your information at risk. Say no to LLC
corporations in Canada! Debt Aid Consulting is the first and only Filipino debt
restructuring company incorporated in
the US and Canada.
Now serving the Caribbean Islands!
Tawag na po sa 1-888-341-5234 at
tutulungan po namin kayo.
Itama po natin ang mali!
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Ang in talks to buy Inquirer
The Inquirer Group of
Companies announced the
Prieto family’s move to sell its
controlling stake in the media
conglomerate to businessman
Ramon S. Ang, ending a quarter-of-a-century stewardship
of the country’s top newspaper
led by its chair, Marixi RufinoPrieto.
Speaking to employees of
the Philippine Daily Inquirer
and its sister companies in a
town hall meeting on Monday,
the family matriarch described
the deal as “a strategic business decision that will maximize growth opportunities for
the Inquirer Group.”
“We are confident that Mr.
Ang will support our commitment to pursuing the highest
standards of journalism,” Prieto said during her emotional
address to the employees at
the company’s headquarters in
Makati City.
“His investments and
business expertise will boost
the Inquirer Group’s value and
performance in newspaper
publication, internet communications, social media,
corporate skills training, radio
broadcasting and logistics
delivery,” she added.
‘Uphold highest standards’
Ang—who heads San
Miguel Corp., the Philippines’
largest conglomerate with interests spanning the industries
of food, energy and infrastructure—said he had “accepted
the offer of the Prieto family”
to invest in the Inquirer.
“I am looking forward
to be part of this venerable
institution and work with the
men and women who made
it what it is now,” he said in a
statement, assuring that the
publication “will continue to
uphold the highest journalistic
standards and make a difference in the society it serves.”
The changing of the

Ramon Ang

(Photo: www.cnnphilippines.com)

guard at the Inquirer, which
has played a key role in the
country’s history since its
founding in 1985, comes as
the company is repositioning
itself amid a rapidly evolving
media landscape that has seen
traditional print advertising
revenues struggle to keep pace
with operating costs.
Prieto said that it was
“business as usual” at the
Inquirer, reassuring employees that “jobs and all existing
employment contracts of the
Inquirer Group will remain in
effect.”
‘Long hard look’
Talks between the Prieto
family and Mr. Ang began in
2014 when the family “took a
long hard look” at the resources needed to remain a game
changer and industry leader.
“It is a very different world
today than it was two decades
ago when the stewardship of
the Inquirer was passed on to
us,” the Inquirer chair said.
“Today, our world, evolution, technology and communication move at a pace that
seems to quicken every month.
We acknowledged that to continue to adapt, we will need access to professional resources,
technology, partnerships that
will power the Inquirer Group
into the next few decades,” she
added.

“It was then that we seriously began to explore the option of ‘passing the mantle’ on
to a team that can make what
we all know needs to happen,
happen quickly.”
The terms of the transaction have yet to be announced
pending the conclusion of
Ang’s due diligence.
85-percent stake
The businessman will be
acquiring the Prieto family’s
85-percent stake in the Inquirer Group, which includes
the digital media organization,
the printing and publishing
business, radio station and
other allied units.
Businessman Manuel V.
Pangilinan holds the remaining 15 percent of the firm.
“For 25 years, you have all
made me and my family more
than proud to be part of the
Inquirer family,” Prieto told
the company employees.
“I ask that you give Mr.
Ang—who believes in the
Inquirer’s vision and mission
of empowering Filipinos and
telling their stories—that same
privilege and welcome.”
The newspaper first saw
print on Dec. 9, 1985, less than
three months before the Edsa
People Power Revolution,
with Eugenia Duran-Apostol
as founding chair. (Daxim L.
Lucas / inquirer.net)
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world news

Pharmacies in Uruguay to start selling pot Colombia opens bids to retrieve 18th century sunken treasure
Uruguay will allow pharmacies to sell marijuana, in the
final phase of a law making the
small South American country
the first in the world to legalize
and regulate pot from production to sale.
Under legislation approved
in 2013, Uruguayans have been
allowed to grow their own pot
and smoke it in clubs.
But working out a timetable for pharmacies to sell it -the third and last conduit called
for in the legislation -- proved
more tricky. This has now
been resolved, the state agency
regulating marijuana said in a
statement Friday.
People have to register to
buy pot in pharmacies, and so
far 4,700 have done so, most of
them in the 30 to 44 age group,
according to government figures. Uruguay’s total population
is 3.4 million.
Under the first phase of
the 2013 law, more than 6,600
people have registered to grow
weed at home, and 51 smokers’
clubs have been authorized.
The state Institute for the
Regulation and Control of Cannabis (IRCC) has authorized the

(Photo: www.greenrushdaily.com)

sale of two types of marijuana,
to be sold in packages of five
and 10 grams.
Pharmacists say they are
not sure how profitable pot
sales will be -- registered smokers can buy no more than 40
grams a month, at $1.30 a gram
-- and they have expressed
concern about training the
employees who will handle pot,
and providing security against
theft.
There have also been
questions about the quality and

potency of the officially provided weed, with some saying it
is remarkably weak.
Only two companies were
authorized to produce marijuana for pharmacies -- under
military protection, and with no
public access.
Government officials insist
they will prevent “cannabis
tourism.” Only Uruguayans and
legal residents will be allowed
to partake. (AFP)

Chinese anti-corruption activist Xu Zhiyong freed from prison
A prominent Chinese anticorruption activist who founded
a movement calling for greater
transparency among high-ranking officials was freed Saturday
after a four-year prison sentence,
authorities announced.
“Xu Zhiyong was freed following the end of his sentence on
July 15, 2017,” the Beijing municipal administration of prisons
said on its website, adding that
“members of his family came to
meet him” at the jail.
Xu, 44, was arrested in July
2013 and sentenced in early 2014
to four years in prison for organising an “illegal gathering with
the purpose of disturbing public
order”. His trial took place in
Beijing under heavy security.
The legal scholar was one
of the original members of the

Xu Zhiyong
(Photo: www.alchetron.com)

New Citizens Movement, a loose
network whose members held
peaceful protests in Beijing and
other cities.
The group organised meetings and discussions on subjects
including equality in education
and corruption among the Chinese elite.
Xu tried to gather public
support for a movement against
corruption, demanding more

transparency over the assets of
senior officials, a sensitive topic
in China.
He and a dozen members of
the New Citizens Movement were
arrested and hauled before the
authorities for demonstrations
held in 2013.
“The authorities must not
continue to harass or intimidate
Xu Zhiyong or his family, and
instead let him again enjoy the
freedom that was unjustly taken
from him,” said Amnesty International’s China researcher Patrick
Poon.
Authorities launched an
anti-corruption campaign after
President Xi Jinping came to
power at the end of 2012 but they
do not want civil society, over
which it is tightening control, to
take part. (AFP)

Colombia on Friday opens
bidding for investors willing
to retrieve billions of dollars
in gold and silver from an 18th
century ship wreck off the country’s Caribbean coast.
The Spanish galleon “San
Jose” was the main ship in a
fleet carrying gold and silver
-- likely extracted from Spanish colonial mines in Peru and
Bolivia -- and other valuables
back to King Philip V.
It sank in June 1708 during
combat with British warships
attempting to take its cargo, as
part of the War of Spanish Succession. Only a handful of the
ship’s crew of 600 survived.
President Juan Manuel
Santos wants to form a publicprivate partnership to retrieve
the shipwreck items, and build
a museum for the recovered
pieces and a laboratory to study
and conserve the material.
The scientific and legal parameters to join the partnership
will be made public Friday at a
hearing in the Caribbean city of
Cartagena.
Colombia has not set an
official value to the wreck, but
experts in 1980 estimated that
the treasure was worth some
$10 billion.
Treasure hunters have long
searched for the “San Jose,”
described as the Holy Grail of

shipwrecks.
Santos gushed soon after
the wreck was discovered in
November 2015 that it was “the
most valuable treasure found in
the history of humanity.”
The government says there
is no pending litigation over the
wreckage or the galleon’s loot,
even though Spain insists it is
the rightful owner because the
“San Jose” was Spanish.
Spain in part has based its
arguments on UN Law of the

ownership battle with the Colombian government.
The find however was not
confirmed, and in 2011 a US
court ruled that the wreck was
Colombian property.
A team of Colombian and
foreign researchers, including a veteran of the group that
discovered the wreck of the
Titanic in 1985, studied winds
and currents of the Caribbean
307 years ago and delved into
colonial archives in Spain and

(Photo: www.mashable.com)

Sea -- a treaty that Colombia
never signed.
US-based company Sea
Search Armada, whose subsidiary claimed in the early 1980s
that it had found the galleon,
was engaged in a long-running

Colombia searching for clues.
The San Jose has long
been the source of fascination
and popular legends, and even
figures in Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s novel “Love in the Time
of Cholera.” (AFP)

(Photo: www..dailymail.co.uk)
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Smell the garlic and grab the
fries before they’re gone
GILROY – The Bay
Area’s favorite garlic fries
made a comeback in participating McDonald’s restaurants beginning July 27 after
a shortage last May.
Garlic fries keep coming
back because they are the
iconic Bay Area appetizer.
Micro-brewer Dan Gordon
(of Gordon Biersch) sold
them first at his Palo Alto
restaurant in 1988. In 1993,
he brought them to Candlestick Park and a legendary
ball park snack sidled up next
to hot dogs and peanuts.
Gordon cooked his
original garlic fries in olive
oil. McDonald’s pulls out its
already world-famous French
fries from the deep fryer
then tosses them in a steel
bowl with a puree of chopped
garlic, parmesan cheese, just
a little salt, parsley and olive
oil. Eaten while it’s hot, you
forget the pungent smell and
you even get to like it.
Now put together McDonald’s French fries and
garlic from Gilroy and you
get what Greater Bay Area
McDonald’s Cooperative
President Nick Vergis says is
“a unique regional offering
that is tailored to Bay Area
tastes.”
No less than Gilroy
Garlic Festival co-founder
Christopher Ranch supplies
the garlic used in McDonald’s
garlic fries. The 4,000-acre
family-owned ranch is operated by the fourth-generation
family owners whose founder
came from Denmark. Christopher Ranch has the larg-

Electronic devices to be subjected to additional
screening in U.S.-bound flights

est garlic production in the
US. They also ship garlic to
Canada, Japan, Australia,

Bloggers, media, Coop members and restaurant staff at their recent field
trip to Christopher Ranch.

McDonald’s Gilroy garlic fries are hand-tossed with a special puree.

Taiwan and other countries.
An order of McDonald’s
Gilroy garlic French fries
goes for about $2.50. The
plan is for them to be around
until August. At which time
the “regional food experiment” is up and, just like the
McRib, you won’t know when
Gilroy garlic French fries
will turn up again. So, smell
the garlic and grab ‘em while
they last! (Story by HIB /
photos by Gary De Guzman)
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Restaurant owner Wai-Ling Eng
shows off result from garlic-braiding session.

Effective July 19 all portable electronic
devices (PED) larger than a cell phone or
smartphone carried by passengers bound for
the United States will be subjected to additional
airport screening.
This move is in line with the new set of
security directives issued by the United States
Department of Homeland Security requiring
airlines flying from last point of departure to
the US.
The new US security directive, which will
be in effect until 30 June 2018, aims to ensure
the integrity of all portable devices brought
inside the aircraft.
Electronic devices that exceed the size limit
must be surrendered by passengers to the airline for additional screening at the Redundancy
Screening Checkpoint. Necessary medical devices are exempted from additional screening.

The approximate size of a commonly
available smartphone is considered to be the
guideline for passengers.
Examples of large electronic devices that
will be subjected to additional screening are
but not limited to: laptops, tablets, E-Readers,
cameras, portable DVD players, electronic
game units larger than a smartphone and travel
printers/scanners
Passengers must:
• Ensure that their large PEDs have sufficient battery charge enough to power up the
PED during the additional screening process
• Remove their electronic protective casing
during inspection
PAL urges its passengers bound for the US
from Manila and Vancouver to yield to these
inspection requirements, in compliance with
safety regulations.
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Napa Montessori sparkles like fine wine on its 2nd commencement

Birthday Celebrant
(middle) Hazel
Bustamante Calip
celebrated her
Private Pool
Birthday Party
over the weekend
along with her
friends Jem
Pangilinan & Krystal Toong

Care Indeed loves
giving back. On
Sunday, July 16,
Care Indeed helped
ensure the success
of the Menlo Park
Chamber of Commerce’s Hot Fun in
the Summertime.
Care Indeed representatives manned
one of the event’s
beverage booths.
Photo shows: Vanessa Valerio, COO
and VP for Patient
Care; Dee Bustos,
CEO; Cristy Beltran,
Caregiver; Jowett
Ocampo, Staffing Development
Manager; Nathalie
Gozon, Case Coordinator; Christopher
Rawnoi, Office
Assistant; and Danielle Pryce, Care
Coordinator.

Team UP celebrated after winning the championship game of the 2017 Fil-Am Basketball League held recently
at the William H. Crocker Middle School Gym in Hillsborough, CA. Standing from L- R are Referee 1, Edgar Uk,
Atong Tovera, Jon Dale, Chris Caluza, Virg Cister MVP, Abet Lising, Niel Filart, Julius Esteron and Referee 2. Not
included in the picture are George Bueno and Ryan.

Napa Valley Montessori
Learning Center recently showed
off their bumper crop. The best
products of a Montessori school
were honored at their 2nd annual commencement ceremony
program for Kindergarten and
Elementary last June 30 at the
Doubletree/Hilton in American
Canyon.
The program started with
a processional march of 26
students in Primary, Pre-school,
Kindergarten and Elementary,
followed by a welcome address by
Kevin Gerber, CEO of Napa Valley
Montessori.
Napa Valley started as a preschool then expanded to elementary. Now, it’s up to 5th grade. But
by the way the yield is showing,
there could be a bump up further.
Gerber said that with the
help of the community, students
and parents, the plan is eventually to have a High School at Napa
Valley Montessori.
The highly regarded Class
of 2017 received certificates and
awards from the school teachers
and invited guests.
The Napa Valley Montessori
Learning Center accepts children

between the ages of 2 years, 6
months and 12 years old. Their individualized program is designed
in accordance with each child’s
social and emotional needs, as
well as his or her academic and
physical development.
Napa Valley Montessori’s
academic curriculum consists
of reading, math, practical life,
sensorial, geography, cultural subjects, and music. Their main goal
is to provide quality Montessori
education and childcare to Napa
Valley and neighboring areas, to
empower children by giving them
the opportunity to achieve their
highest potential as they grow to
become confident, competent,
caring, and productive citizens.
According to Julie Laghaei,
Curriculum and Admissions
Director for Elementary/Primary,
their main focus is on individual
development of each child, Napa
Valley Montessori teaches students with an individual approach
to lessons. This is not your typical
classroom environment.
In fact, Napa Valley enhances
the basic tenets of Montessori
schools:
• A developmental-based

approach to education. Montessori determines the needs of a
child through observation then
guides the child accordingly to
appropriate learning activities and
materials
• A philosophy focused on respect and partnership on creating
environments in which children
learn naturally, learn in harmony
with one another, and where they
actually want to go to school.
• Classes are warm, relaxed,
and incredibly safe and secure
in which children learn how to
live and work in partnership with
their adult mentors.
• Children learn at the deepest possible level to believe in
themselves in an atmosphere of
independence within community
and personal empowerment. They
never lose their sense of curiosity and innate ability to learn
and discover and be confident in
themselves, they open up to the
world around them and find that
mistakes are not something to be
feared; instead, they represent
endless opportunities to learn
from experience.

The graduates, Napa Valley Montessori management, staff and invited guests.
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Boxing champ and champion for the environment
The Human Development
International (HDI) worldwide
congratulates Mercito Gesta for
winning the boxing bout against
Martin Honorio held recently at
the Inglewood, California.
Ryan Largo, the HDI
chairperson and his family
who drove all the way from San
Francisco were present at the
fight to show support to the
Champion.
Likewise, John Ryan Largo
who is currently in the Philippines sent his congratulatory
note to the Champ through the
HDI Chairperson.
John Ryan was elated to
learn, that Mercito wore his
new boxing trunks with the HDI
logo, as he did in his previous
fight. This gesture is unique in
the annals of boxing, where a
boxer carried the name of an organization and its cause to seek
the greater good of all God’s
creation.
It can be recalled that Mer-

cito Gesta is
a key supporter and
endorser
of the HDI
Call to save
the Mountains of the
world and
of enhancing people’s
lives
without
jeopardizing the ability of the
mountains
and nature
as a whole
to support
life and
mitigate climate change.
HDI also thanked Neil Macasadia, the Gesta Team adviser
for the assistance extended
to the HDI delegation and
especially to the Champ’s Dad,
Anecito Gesta.

NaFFAA congratulates Clark County School
District of Nevada on recent Filipino hirings

Mercito Gesta is not only
a boxing champion but also
a champion for sustainable
mountain development.
Photo caption: (From
left:) the Largo family, the
Macasadia family and Anecito
Gesta

Fil-Am group wants more Filipinos to run for office
DALY CITY, CA, July 17,
2017 – The youthful executive director of the National
Federation of Filipino American
Associations (NaFFAA), Jason

Tengco, visited yesterday the
ABS-CBN offices in Quezon
City, Philippines with a message
for Filipinos to participate more
in politics by running for office.
Founded in 1997, NaFFAA is
the largest national organization focused on leadership
development, civic engagement,
and advocacy for the 4 mil-

lion Filipino Americans in the
United States.
In his interview on “Market Edge with Cathy Yang”,
Tengco -- former National
Asian American & Pacific
Islander Outreach Director
for Hillary
for America
and Deputy
Director for
the White
House Initiative on Asian
Americans and
Pacific Islanders -- also emphasized that the
new officers of NaFFAA aim to
develop more Fil-Am youth for
leadership roles in the community. NaFFAA elected its first
millennial chairman last year
in Brendan Flores, a banker
from Jacksonville, Florida, who
was among the three finalists
under the Youth Category of the

recently held ABS-CBN North
America Gawad Geny Lopez Jr.
Bayaning Pilipino 2017.
In his visit to ABS-CBN,
Tengco, accompanied by Fil-Am
youth leaders, Chairperson of
Filipino Intercollegiate Networking Dialogue Inc. (FIND
Inc) Andrew Esmele and
Filipino American Young Leaders Program (FYLPRO) Trip
Director Lakhi Siap, also paid a
courtesy call on ABS-CBN Head
of Integrated News and Current
Affairs Ging Reyes and guested
with Esmele and Siap on “Playlist Mo” on MOR 101.9 For Life
with popular DJ Eva Ronda.
Watch the FULL INTERVIEW of Tengco by Cathy
Yang, multi-awarded business
journalist and Anchor-Managing Editor at ABS-CBN News
Channel (ANC) on “Market
Edge with Cathy Yang”. Yang
is also the anchor for “Business
Nightly” and “The Boss”.

Filipino fighter Dulay proves his worth
against the undefeated Arboleda

WASHINGTON, D.C. –
National Federation of Filipino
American Associations (NaFFAA) congratulates the Clark
County School District (CCSD)
of Nevada for its recent hiring of
82 Philippine teachers into its
school system. It is a testament
to the dedication of Filipinos to
their careers.
Bernie Benito, NaFFAA
Nevada State Chair, says, “We
were excited from the first
moment that we knew that
Clark County School District
was sending officials, including
principals, to the Philippines.
They made a concerted effort to
travel, interview, and hire these
people. These teachers are the
pride of the Filipino people. Of
all the countries in the world,
they picked our homeland. Tonight’s event is our opportunity
to show the country that we are
a united community.”
Benito says that not
knowing anyone in Las Vegas,
CCSD initially reached out to a
Filipina at the local PBS station,
Catherine Francisco. Francisco
advised CCSD to reach out to
Benito and Loni Andal, local
Filipino community leaders,
to help coordinate the effort.
Benito expressed that he is
confident that CCSD made the
right decision, a confidence that
stems from the education that
his children and grandchildren
have received or are receiving
from the School District.
A consultant for the School
District recently travelled with
appointed officials to the Philippines in search of new Special
Education teachers. Over 200
candidates in their early- to
mid-20’s were interviewed. According to Amie Belmonte, NaFFAA Region 11 Chair, because
of the distinctive needs of these
particular students, it takes an
individual with extraordinary
will and patience to care for

these children, qualities that the
School District officials obviously saw flourishing among
Philippine teachers.
The newly employed educators began their duties with
an initial orientation recently,
where they were officially
introduced to the Clark County
system. The group attended
a meet and greet with leaders
and members of the Filipino
community. Approximately
250 people were anticipated to
attend. Several NaFFAA leaders
also planned to attend, including Belmonte. Ten officials from
the Clark County School District
were invited to lend their words
of encouragement to the group
of teachers.
It is reported that these
individuals’ starting salaries are
approximately six times what
they were making in the Philippines. Mindful of the great
opportunity that these people
could not pass, and that they
would be leaving their families
to chase their dreams, organizers of the meet and greet also
invited immigration lawyers
to help them assimilate into
the community and to provide
additional services. Also invited
were Filipino physicians and
dentists prepared to meet these
talented individuals and to arrange any services needed.
Says Belmonte, “This is a
defining moment for Filipinos
in the US. We are really very
surprised by the response of
people attending on such short
notice. We have also received
donations of approximately
$1,000 to help offset the food
for the 100 special guests,
including the teachers and
representatives of the Clark
County School District.” Donations of gift bags and backpacks,
as well as an introduction to
Leon Patillo, former singer for
Santana and current celeb-

rity spokesperson for Subaru.
Leon’s wife is a Filipina and has
offered to help arrange a meeting with the General Manager
of the local Subaru dealership.
Belmonte goes on to say, “They
are not alone. Not only are they
receiving support from the
School District but from over a
dozen local Filipino American
organizations, and many more
individuals. We have also heard
from the Southern Nevada Faith
Coalition and they have offered
to give us a hand.”
Brendan Flores, National
Chair of NaFFAA, responds,
“As an individual educated in
Clark County system, I am truly
excited to hear about these new
educators in the Clark County
School District. I know from
my many opportunities to meet
Filipinos of all walks of life that
it is ingrained in every fiber of
a Filipino’s being to be patient,
kind, and helpful. I strongly encourage all Filipino Americans
to join me in congratulating the
82 new Filipino teachers, as well
as the administrators of Clark
County School District for their
belief in those individuals.”
NaFFAA wishes the best
of luck to the 82 new employees of the Clark County School
District, in Nevada. This is a
life changing experience, and
NaFFAA, represented by Bernie
Benito and Amie Belmonte,
stands ready to assist in any
way.

rising stars

Gesta improves to 31-1 with a knockout win

Former world title challenger Mercito Gesta of the Philippines knocks out Martin Honorio of
Mexico in the 8th round of their 10 round scheduled lightweight bout Saturday night at The Forum in
Inglewood, California on the undercard of Miguel Berchelt vs Takashi Miura WBC world super featherweight championship promoted by Golden Boy Promotions.
Gesta, a Cebu-native who now resides in San Diego, California and who is now trained by Hall of
Fame trainer Freddie Roach, improved his record to 31 wins, one loss and two draws while the journeyman Honorio absorbed his fifth defeat in his last six fights and dropped to 33-11-1 win-loss-draw
record. (Photos by Jhay Otamias)

Dulay (right) connects with a right hook against his opponent Arboleda (left)

Filipino super featherweight prospect Recky Dulay who climbed at lightweight to fight as a B-side
against Golden Boy Promotions’s undefeated prospect Jaime Arboleda of Panama, shocked everyone
at The Forum in Inglewood, California Saturday night (Sunday morning in Manila) when he knocked
out Arboleda in the 3rd round.
The taller Arboleda was hit by Dulay with a counter right cross who turned around and dropped
like a sack of potato face first to the canvas. He tried to get up but his legs could not support him thus
the referee waived off the contest. Time: 2:03 of the third round.
Dulay improved his record to 10 wins with two losses while Arboleda absorbed his first loss and
dropped to 10 wins and one loss.
The Dulay victory continued neophyte Filipino trainer Rodel Mayol’s winning streak after he
engineered other Filipino underdogs to victory. Mayol, the former two-time world champion who now
makes Freddie Roach’s Wildcard Gym in Los Angeles as his training ground, mentored Aston Palicte
to victory against undefeated Texan prospect Oscar Cantu on Dec. 17, 2016; He trained Romero Duno
to knock out another Golden Boy undefeated prospect Christian Gonzalez on March 10, 2017 that
enticed Golden Boy to signup Duno; he was in the corner of Michael Farenas’s comeback knockout win
against Martin Angel Martinez of Mexico on June 1, 2017; and now this scintillating victory by Dulay
against highly regarded Panamian Arboleda. (Story by Dr. Ed de la Vega / Photos by Jhay Otamias)

Coach Freddie Roach (center) celebrates with his fighter after the knockout

Arboleda hits the canvass after getting hit on the third round

Mercito Gesta (left) goes for a killer punch against his opponent Martin Honorio (right) of Mexico
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Trump immigration programs
to get funding
ATTY. CRISPIN CADAY LOZANO
The House
Appropriations
Committee released
the funding bill for
Trump Immigration
Programs. Among
other things, the
House Appropriations bill would:
• Increase CBP
funding by $1.6
billion to fund the
border wall which border state
• Fund the hiring of 500 new Border Patrol
agents
• Increase ICE funding by more than $600
million, which includes money to hire 1,000 new
ICE officers.
• Increase ICE detention bed capacity to an
all-time high of 44,000
As discussed in my previous article, Trump
issued executive orders about his immigration
programs. This memo stated that all prior memoranda and guidance on immigration enforcement are rescinded except 2012 DACA memorandum and 2014 DAPA memorandum. The memo
has the following programs:
A. The Department’s Enforcement Priorities DHS will no longer exempt classes or
categories of removable aliens from potential enforcement.
ICE is directed to hire 10,000 new officers.
ICE should prioritize for removal those
removable for committing crimes, those posing
security risks and those seeking to fraudulently
obtain a visa or enter the US or falsely claiming US citizenship. Additionally, ICE personnel
should prioritize removable aliens who:
1. Have been convicted of any criminal offense;
2. Have been charged with any criminal offense that has not been resolved;
3. Have committed acts which constitute a
criminal offense;
4. Have engaged in fraud or willful misrepresentation in connection with any matter before a
government agency;
5. Have abused any program related to receipt of public benefits;
6. Are subject to a final order of removal but
have not yet departed the US; or
7. In the judgment of immigration officer,
poses a risk to public safety or national security
B. Strengthening Programs to Facilitate
the Efficient and Faithful Execution of the
Immigration Laws of the United States
The Priority Enforcement Program is terminated and Secure Communities is restored.
In cooperation with EOIR, removal proceedings shall be initiated against aliens in jails in the
US.
C. Exercise of Prosecutorial Discretion
ICE should initiate enforcement actions
against removable aliens encountered during the
performance of their official duties. This includes
arresting or apprehending an immigrant who an
ICE officer has probably caused to believe is violating immigration laws. It also includes initiating
removal proceedings against anyone subject to
removal under any provision of immigration law.
This is subject to the priorities noted in Section A
above.
Exercising prosecutorial discretion is to
be made on a case-by-case basis. Prosecutorial
discretion shall not be exercised in a manner that
exempts or excludes a specified class or category
of aliens from enforcement of immigration laws.
D. Hiring Additional ICE Officers and
Agents
ICE shall hire 10,000 agents and officers.
II. Policies Regarding the Apprehension and
Detention of Aliens Described in Section 235 of
the INA regarding inspection by immigration
officers.

The new policy is to detain all arriving aliens
pending a review of their inadmissibility and
eligibility for immigration benefits. Exceptions
may be made and individuals paroled in to the on
a case by case basis for humanitarian reasons or
significant public benefit. Any policies that result
in “catch-and-release” must end.
Detention is mandatory in all but the following circumstances:
1. Removing the alien from the US pursuant
to a statute or regulation;
2. When the alien obtains an order granting
relief or protection from removal or DHS determines that the individual is a US citizen, national,
lawful permanent resident, or has a valid immigration status in the US.
3. ICE or CBP consent to the alien’s withdrawal of an application for admission and the
alien departs the US;
4. When required to do so by statute or to
comply with a court order;
5. When ICE or CBP consent to the alien’s
parole into the US except in cases of exigent circumstances such as a medical emergency where
seeking prior approval is impracticable; or
6. When an arriving alien has established
a “credible fear” of persecution or torture by an
asylum officer or an immigration judge, providing
the alien shows an ICE officer his or her identity
that he or she presents neither a security risk
nor a risk of absconding and provided he or she
agrees to comply with any additional conditions
of release.
Note: This is not a legal advice and you should
seek the advice of an immigration attorney for
your personal circumstances.
SUCCESS STORIES
1. On June 28, 2017, we received a withdrawal of inadmissibility and removability charges
from the Customs and Border Enforcement for a
client who was charged with drug case while he
was entering San Francisco Airport from the Philippines. The case was withdrawn after we have
expunged the drug case in Criminal Court.
2. In June 2017, we received three approvals
of naturalization applications.
3. In June 2017, we received two approvals of
adjustment of status based on marriage
4. On May 25, 2017, we received an approval
of Form I-140 for a caregiver from the Philippines.
5. On April 28, 2017, we received an approval
of N-400 for a client who was under Removal
Proceedings before.
6. On April 21, 2017, we received an approval
of I-601A Provisional Waiver for a client who was
denied I-601A before from a previous lawyer.
7. On March 22, 2017, we received an Immigrant Visa approval for a child of Permanent
Resident who is already 25 years of age but classified as minor under CSPA.
8. On March 8, 2017, we received an approval of Provisional Waiver from USCIS for a
seaman client.
9. On March 2, 2017 we received an approval
of Dismissal of Criminal Case for a client who is
in Removal Proceedings.
10. On February 23, 2017, we received an approval of Naturalization of a client whose spouse
had a prior misrepresentation.
11. On January 7, 2017, we received an approval of Provisional Waiver for a client who
entered as crewman but has two autistic children.
If you have immigration problems the Law
Offices of Crispin C. Lozano can help you find a
solution before your problem gets worse which
could lead to deportation and family separation.
Crispin Caday Lozano, Esq. is an active
member of the State Bar of California, the American Immigration Lawyers Association and San
Francisco Trial Lawyers Association. He specializes in immigration law and personal injury. For
free consultation email or call (info@ccllaw.net/
1-877-456-9266)

Top U.S. court asks Hawaii to respond
by Tuesday to Trump travel ban motion
The Supreme Court has given Hawaii until
Tuesday to respond to the White House’s motion to block a ruling exempting grandparents of
people living in the US from the president’s travel
ban, the court’s public information office said
Saturday.
In a court filing Friday, the
Donald Trump administration
requested the nation’s highest bench overturn Thursday’s
decision by a Hawaii federal
judge, which limited the reach
of the executive order temporarily barring refugees and
other travelers from six predominantly Muslim countries.
After months of legal
wrangling over the controversial measure the Supreme
Court handed Trump a partial
victory in June, saying that
the ban could go into effect
but people with a “bona fide
relationship” to a US person or
entity were exempt.
In its list defining that category the White
House had said the ban would still apply to
grandparents, but US Judge Derrick Watson in
Hawaii ruled that exclusion was unfair.
He expanded the list of “bona fide” relatives to include them as well as grandchildren,

brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law, aunts, uncles,
nieces, nephews and cousins of people in the
United States.
Trump’s March 6 executive order bars visitors from Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and

U.S. Judge Derrick Watson

(Photo: www.cnn.com)

Yemen for 90 days, and refugees for 120 days.
The administration insists the policy is necessary
to keep violent extremists out of the country.
The Supreme Court has said it would hear
oral arguments over whether the ban violates the
US Constitution after it returns for a new session
in October. (AFP)
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DHS provides relief to American businesses
in danger of suffering irreparable harm
WASHINGTON — U.S. businesses in danger
of suffering irreparable harm due to a lack of
available temporary non-agricultural workers will
be able to hire up to 15,000 additional temporary non-agricultural workers under the H-2B
program under a final rule that the Departments
of Homeland Security and Labor submitted to
the Federal Register today. To qualify for the
additional visas, petitioners must attest, under
penalty of perjury, that their business is likely to
suffer irreparable harm if it cannot employ H-2B
non-immigrant workers during fiscal year (FY)
2017.
After consulting with Secretary of Labor
Alexander Acosta, Secretary of Homeland Security John Kelly determined there are not enough
qualified and willing U.S. workers available to
perform temporary non-agricultural labor to
satisfy the needs of some American businesses in
FY 2017.
“Congress gave me the discretionary authority to provide temporary relief to American businesses in danger of suffering irreparable harm
due to a lack of available temporary workers,”
said DHS Secretary John Kelly. “As a demonstration of the Administration’s commitment to supporting American businesses, DHS is providing
this one-time increase to the congressionally set
annual cap.”
The H-2B Temporary Nonagricultural
Worker program was designed to serve U.S.
businesses unable to find a sufficient number of
qualified U.S. workers to perform nonagricultural
work of a temporary nature. Congress set the annual H-2B cap at 66,000. A maximum of 33,000

H-2B visas are available during the first half of
the fiscal year, and the remainder, including any
unused H-2B visas, is available starting April
1 through September 30. On March 13, 2017,
USCIS received sufficient H-2B petitions to meet
the full FY 2017 statutory cap of 66,000. In May,
Congress delegated its authority to the Secretary
to increase the number of temporary nonagricultural work visas available to U.S. employers
through September 30. The Secretary took the
intervening time to consult with the Secretary of
Labor on the issue and to properly develop this
rule in accordance with Congressional requirements.
Starting this week, eligible petitioners for
H-2B visas can file Form I-129, Petition for
a Nonimmigrant Worker and must submit a
supplemental attestation on Form ETA 9142-BCAA with their petition. A new tip line to report
general H-2B abuse and employer violations has
also been established.
Details on eligibility and filing requirements
will be available in the final rule and on a new
uscis.gov webpage to be published when the final
rule is posted for public inspection. This page will
also include information on how individuals can
report abuse in the program.
If members of the public have information
that a participating employer may be abusing this
program, DHS invites them to submit information to ReportH2BAbuse@uscis.dhs.gov.
For more information on USCIS and its
programs, please visit www.uscis.gov or follow on
Twitter (@uscis), YouTube (/uscis), Facebook(/
uscis), and Instagram (@USCIS).

California lawmakers move to
protect undocumented workers
SAN FRANCISCO – If immigration agents
show up at a worksite, employers don’t have to
let them in.
That is one of the key messages immigrant
rights advocates are sending out as a new bill
that would increase protections for workers
makes its way through committees in the California legislature.
Employers across the country already have
certain rights, said Grisel Ruiz, staff attorney of
the Immigrant Legal Resource Center (ILRC).
“If an employer has ICE agents coming to their
workplace, so long as the workplace is private
property, they should also keep ICE agents out…
unless they have an ICE warrant,” she said.
Ruiz spoke on a national press call this
week hosted by New America Media and Ready
California.
Proposed legislation in California would go
a step further in protecting workers and helping employers navigate what happens when ICE
agents show up at their business.
Under the Immigrant Worker Protection
Act, AB 450 (David Chiu, D-San Francisco),
employers would be required to ask for a warrant before they allow immigration enforcement
agents onto the worksite. They would not be
able to hand over any private information about
workers, such as social security numbers, without a subpoena.
“We might not, in the state of California, be
able to tell ICE what to do,” said Michael Young,
legislative advocate with the California Labor
Federation which, together with SEIU California,
sponsored AB 450. “We can’t regulate federal
immigration law. But we can regulate employer
behavior. We can say that employers have an
obligation to protect their workers and they have
to take certain actions to make sure those rights
are protected.”
Nearly 2.6 million undocumented immigrants live in California, and one in 10 workers in
the state is undocumented, according to Young.
In some industries, this number is even higher.
Forty-five percent of agricultural workers and 21
percent of construction workers in California are
undocumented.
This is a large number of people who “could
be at risk from worksite raids, and these raids are
already happening in the state,” said Young.
Increase in enforcement actions
The Trump administration’s “laser focus” on
immigration enforcement has not been accompanied by a change in tactics, noted Ruiz of ILRC.
Cooperation between immigration enforcement and local law officials “continues to be the
number one way that individuals are identified
and placed in removal proceedings,” she said.
ICE is also continuing individualized enforcement, for example going to the home of a specific
person they are looking for, and then picking up
other people in that home.
But it’s important to remember that everyone, regardless of immigration status, is protected by Constitutional rights, Ruiz continued,
including the right to remain silent, to not allow
agents into their home or work without a warrant signed by a judge, and to not sign anything
before talking to an immigration attorney.
“Trump does not have the resources to go
after and deport all 11 some-odd million undocumented people, plus, in the U.S.,” she said.
“The likelihood of him picking up the random
person, especially who’s never had contact with
ICE, is actually quite low.” And even if they do
get picked up by ICE, she said, “Many people will
have a chance to fight their case.”
Anti-immigrant rhetoric has led to a palpable fear among immigrants, who may now be
making decisions based on that fear.
“The irony of all of this is that for many
people, that fear may be the greatest impact, in
a way,” Ruiz said. “The fear is affecting people at

all levels.”
Economic impact of fear
Cal Soto, national workers rights coordinator at the National Day Labor Organizing Network (NDLON) described the mood among day
laborers as timid and cautious.
“What I’ve seen is a ton of people who regularly might have made health and safety or wage
claims, or filed police reports, saying, ‘It’s not
worth it for me,’” said Soto.
He added, “This has an impact on the wages
they’re able to negotiate, and the wages of everybody in the community.”
It also may have a chilling effect on consumer spending.
“People are not buying homes. They’re not
building their business,” said Mohan Kanungo,
director of programs and engagement at Mission Asset Fund. “And that certainly has a large
impact that I think remains to be seen for us to
quantify.”
Soto described anti-immigrant rhetoric and
intimidation as a “campaign to frighten immigrant workers into the shadows and out of the
public eye.”
Instead of hiding, he said, immigrant workers must gain knowledge and defense strategies.
Three steps to take now
The Mission Asset Fund recently released
a Financial Emergency Action Plan for Immigrants, which gives families and business owners
practical tips about how to protect their assets in
uncertain times.
First, families can take action to protect
their money. This includes opening or maintaining a checking account to have access to
funds when needed; setting up online bill pay to
make sure bills get paid on time, even if you are
detained; different ways to share your checking
account with those you trust; setting up online
transfers so you can easily wire someone money
if you need to; and making sure you are protected from overdraft fees.
Second, families can take steps to protect
their belongings, including their car, property
and business.
“People are coming to us, asking, ‘How can
I give someone control of my business if I am
detained?’” said Kanungo. “That’s where we talk
a lot about powers of attorney … What can you
do now to protect your property or give someone else the ability to make decisions over your
property?”
Third, families can take steps to plan for an
emergency by protecting their credit, and creating savings goals. So that it doesn’t feel overwhelming, Kanungo suggests starting by saving
up a small amount, such as enough money for a
month’s worth of groceries, and working up to
putting aside enough money to pay for legal fees
that one could incur in case of detention.
“It’s not just about the burden of the
immigration-related costs,” said Kanungo, “but
the dual burden that comes up with maintaining
a household with a loss of income from a family
member.”
Michael Young of the California Labor
Federation hopes that California lawmakers will
enact greater protections for immigrant workers
in the state.
“We want to make sure we can get these
laws and protections on the books as soon as
possible,” he said, “to protect as many workers as
we can.”
AB 450 passed out of the Senate Judiciary
Committee on Wednesday with a vote of 5-2. It
will next go to Senate Appropriations Committee
in late August.
For more information about Mission Asset
Fund’s Financial Emergency Action Plan for Immigrants, go to: bit.ly/prepmyfam. For information about Ready California, go to: ready-california.org. (NAM)
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Are PPI stomach acid reducers safe?
PHILIP S. CHUA,
MD, FACS, FPCS
Gastro-Eophageal
Reflux Disease (GERD)
is very common worldwide. Here are some
prevalence estimates:
“18.1%-27.8% in North
America, 8.8%-25.9%
in Europe, 2.5%-7.8%
in East Asia, 8.7%33.1% in the Middle East, 11.6% in Australia and
23.0% in South America. Incidence per 1000
person-years was approximately 5 in the overall
UK and US populations, and 0.84 in pediatric
patients aged 1-17 years in the UK. Evidence
suggests an increase in GERD prevalence since
1995 (p<0.0001), particularly in North America
and East Asia.” In the Philippines, GERD had
significantly increases in 2000-2003 compared to
1994-1997.
The current standard of care includes the
use of Proton Pump Inhibitor (PPI) medications, which blocks the acid production in the
stomach which reduces heartburns and corrosive
esophagitis (inflammation and scarring of the
lower food pipe at its connection to the stomach.
PPI drugs are marketed as esomeprazole, pantoprazole, omeprazole, lansoprzole and reberprazole.
A study published in the British Medical
Journal Open suggests that PPI increased general
mortality rate. Researchers evaluated data from
the US Department of veterans Affairs among
new and nonusers of acid suppression treatment.
The study did not include non-PPI anti-acid
drugs.
Their findings revealed that “during a median 6 years’ follow-up, use of PPIs was associated with increased risk for death, relative to use
of H2 blockers (adjusted hazard ratio, 1.25). Risk
was also increased among patients taking PPIs,

compared with those not taking acid suppression
therapy, and among those taking PPIs who did
not have a gastrointestinal condition that would
warrant a PPI prescription.”
There are other preliminary studies, which
need further research and large scale confirmation, reported that the long term use of PPI could
possibly lead to higher risk of chronic renal
disease, dementia, osteoporosis, low magnesium blood level, Clostridium deficile infection,
community-acquired pneumonia and shortening
of the telomere, suggestive of shorter life span. All
these are postulates that require more extensive
clinical studies to be accepted a valid. Also, each
individual has a unique genetic constitution and
will therefore generally react differently.
The researchers have this advice: “Although
our results should not deter prescription and
use of PPI where medically indicated, they may
be used to encourage and promote pharmacovigilance and emphasize the need to exercise
judicious use of PPI and limit use and duration
of therapy to instances where there is a clear
medical indication and where benefit outweighs
potential risk.”
For any concerns, discuss them with your
family physician, who is familiar with your individual health details.
* * *
Chocolate and your heartbeats
Chocolate lovers can rejoice: A 13-year study
of 55,000 individuals in Denmark revealed that
those who ate chocolates “often tended to have
a lower risk of atrial fibrillation, an irregular
heartbeat that raises stroke risk.” The risk of AF
was about 10 percent lower among those who
had one to 3 servings of chocolates a month, and
17 percent lower risk for those ate one serving a
week and 20 percent lower still among individuals who had 2 to 6 servings a week. The benefit
was found to taper off at 16 percent among adults
who ate one or more 1-ounce serving of chocolate
a day. Although chocolates contain high levels

of flavanol, it is not clear why it provides this
anti-arrythmic benefit. But the researchers advise
moderation as a prudent key.
* * *
Over-the-counter hearing aids
Hearing aids today could cost as much as
$6,000 or more. They are so small one could
hardly see them and works very well. Obviously,
this is too pricey for most of us and many have
no choice but to accept the hearing handicap or
consider over-the-counter hearing aids, whose
quality is mostly doubted.
But there is good news: The Journal of the
American Medical Association recent study shows
that “some over-the-counter sound amplification devices are nearly as effective as prescription
hearing aids.”
The investigators evaluated and “compared
five personal sound amplification products on the
market with one hearing aid in 40 older adults
with mild-to-moderate hearing loss.”
The findings revealed that “speech understanding improved with the hearing aid and
four of the amplification products. For three of
the products (Sound World Solution sCS50+,
Soundhawk, Etymotic BEAN), the improvement
in speech understanding was within 5 percentage
points of that of the hearing aid.”
The conclusion of this study “lend support
to current national initiatives ... requesting that
the US Food and Drug Administration to create a
new regulatory classification for hearing devices
meeting appropriate specifications to be available
over the counter.”
* * *
In the past, we have pointed out the alarming
association between poor oral hygiene and dental
infections and cardiovascular diseases. While this
link may sound remote and ridiculous, this relationship is evidence-based, medically proven.
Statistics from 2011 to 2014 show that
among 5-19 years of age, untreated dental caries
was about 18.6 percent and among adults (20-44)

about 31.6 percent. Between ages 18-64, 36 percent had not visited a dentist in 2016.
Unfortunately, dental care is not only for a
“mouth or oral” problem. It would be more expensive and life threatening to have heart attack/
stroke, etc., than a visit to the dentist every six
months.
* * *
Loud music causing deafness?
Yes, and not only music. Prolonged or
repeated exposure to any type of very loud noise
or sound can cause damage to the auditory nerve
damage, which could lead to varying degrees
of hearing impairment, and even to permanent
deafness. Headset users should set the volume of
sound to a safe level. A simple way to do this is to
turn the volume down until you can barely hear
it, then gradually increasing the loudness (and
adjusting the treble and the base if possible) to a
comfortable level.
* * *
Does surgery make cancer spread?
No, this is a myth. Doing surgery or “opening the patient up” does not cause metastasis
(spread) of the cancer. In general, cancer proliferates rapidly to invade surrounding tissues and
distant organs. The misconception resulted from
the refusal of patients suspected or confirmed to
have cancer to be operated on early when first advised, and had delayed the surgery so much that
the malignant tumor had already spread beyond
help before acceding to have the operation. So,
when the surgeons operated on them that late,
invariably the cancer had already spread all over.
When the patients soon expired, people blamed
the surgery as the cause of the spread. Today, almost everybody knows that prompt detection and
early operation in the treatment of cancer gives
the best chance for a cure for majority of patients
with malignancy.
Visit philipSchua.com Email: scalpelpen@
gmail.com

U.S. health care reform collapses as two more Republicans say no
Two more US Republican senators announced their opposition Monday to their party’s
efforts to revamp Obamacare, derailing the
controversial legislation in its current form and
potentially dealing a monumental setback to
President Donald Trump.
Republican leaders are desperate for a major
legislative victory this year -- and keen to fulfill
Trump’s campaign pledge to dismantle the 2010
health care reforms of his predecessor Barack
Obama, formally called the Affordable Care Act.
But they had no votes to spare.
Republicans control 52 of the chamber’s 100
seats. Democrats are united against the controversial legislation, while Republicans Susan
Collins and Rand Paul declared their opposition

last week.
So when Senate conservatives Mike Lee and
Jerry Moran announced late Monday they could
not support the bill, the news sent shockwaves
across Washington.
“We should not put our stamp of approval on
bad policy,” Moran -- who faced considerable opposition at home in Kansas to the measure -- said
in a statement, adding that the new bill “fails to
repeal the Affordable Care Act or address health
care’s rising costs.”
For Lee, “in addition to not repealing all of
the Obamacare taxes, it doesn’t go far enough in
lowering premiums for middle class families; nor
does it create enough free space from the most
costly Obamacare regulations.”

Their defections mean that the bill has no
chance of even getting a vote on the Senate floor
unless Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
decides to make significant changes to woo skeptics back into the fold.
“Republicans should just REPEAL failing
ObamaCare now & work on a new Healthcare
Plan that will start from a clean slate. Dems will
join in!” Trump tweeted after Lee and Moran
made their opposition known.
In a statement McConnell acknowledged “regretfully” that his effort had failed. But he wasn’t
giving up.
“So, in the coming days, the Senate will
vote to take up ... a repeal of Obamacare with a
two-year delay to provide for a stable transition

HOROSCOPE
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period,” he said, without setting a date.
“Inaction is not an option,” added a White
House spokesperson, speaking on condition of
anonymity. “We look forward to Congress continuing to work toward a bill the president can
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Aries
(Mar. 21- April 20)
This will not be the day to start new business
ventures or make drastic changes in your
career. You must strive to get the most important
projects completed properly, rather than doling
everything in a half baked way. You are best to
work at home, clearing up overdue projects. You
can’t win and they won’t listen.
Your lucky day this week will be Thursday.
Taurus
(Apr. 21- may 21)
Don’t let any money slip through your fingers
this week. Don’t exaggerate. Opportunities for
new friendships are apparent. Regardless of
your first reaction, the outcome will be favorable.
Your lucky day this week will be Monday.
Gemini
(May 22-June 21)
Do not give your heart to someone who may
not live up to your standards. You can’t lock
your partner up and if you keep restricting their
freedom you may be left out in the cold. Try to
stay calm, and whatever you do, don’t nag. It’s
time to reconnect with some of the people you
used to know.
Your lucky day this week will be Friday.
Cancer
(June 22-July 22)
Don’t share your dilemma with those you
work with. Difficulties with older females in your
family may turn out to be quit trivial after all.
Your interest in helping others may take you
back to school. You can make headway if you
share your intentions with someone you care
about.
Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday.
Leo
(July 23-Aug 22)
Be prepared to lose friends or alienate loved
ones due to your stubborn nature lately. You can
make money if you put your mind to it. Romance
may be likely if you travel. Stay calm and focus
on things that will help you understand the
situation better.
Your lucky day this week will be Sunday.
Virgo
(Aug. 23 -Sept. 23)
Pleasure trips will turn out to be better than
anticipated. You can make money if you’re
willing to push your ideas on those in a
position to support your efforts. You can make
new friends and get involved in new hobbies
successfully. Don’t push your luck with your
boss.
Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

Libra
(Sept. 24 -Oct. 23)
You will get bored quickly, so make sure that
you have scheduled enough activity to hold your
interest. Don’t overindulge in anyway. Delays are
evident. You can discuss your intentions and ideas
with your colleagues or friends this week.
Your lucky day this week will be Sunday.
Scorpio
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Secret affairs will only lead to heartache. Look
into making changes to your personal papers and
don’t neglect those bills that have been piling up.
Read some books on self awareness. Upgrading at
this point is not a bad plan.
Your lucky day this week will be Wednesday.
Sagittarius
(Nov. 23 -Dec. 21)
You can make gains if you look at long-term
investments. Visitors may drop by unexpectedly,
resulting in tension with your lover. Get some
sound advice and help setting up a workable
budget. Do not let lovers cost you money or take
advantage of you.
Your lucky day this week will be Saturday.

KrosWord

(Source: Classic Pilipino Krosword, as edited by Ramon S. Lorenzo)

Capricorn
(Dec 22.- Jan. 20)
Make residential changes that will lift your
spirits. Think before you act if you wish to
avoid friction. Travel will result in new romantic
attractions. Be prepared to step into the limelight if
you wish to promote your ambitions.
Your lucky day this week will be Monday.
Aquarius
(Jan. 21.- Feb. 19)
Keep an open mind when dealing with
youngsters. Travel will initiate new friendships
or love connections. Stress coupled with diet will
add to stomach problems. Physical limitations are
possible if you aren’t careful.
Your lucky day this week will be Sunday.
Pisces
(Feb. 20-Mar. 20)
Restrictions may be difficult for you to live with,
but try to do things by the book. You will feel so
much better about yourself if you can control your
addictions. You may have problems with children.
You’re undergoing changes. Valuable information
can be yours if you listen to those with experience.
Your lucky day this week will be Monday.

PAHALANG
1
5
9
10
11
13
15
16
18
19
20
22
23
24
25
27
29
30
32
34
35
37
38
39
41
42

PABABA
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
12

Aklat sa matandang tipan
Katumbas ng 3.1416
Hamak
Amain
Bayan sa Batangas
Langgam: Ingles
Hudyat sa trapiko
Maliit
Pang-ukol Ingles

14
15
17
19
21
22
23
25
26

Mayor ng Manila
Mababang lupa
Paalam sa Hawaii
Tanan
Hintay sa pangako
Ms. Ledesma, singer
Sumbrero sa Bisaya
Uri ng bear sa Australia
Lumayas: Ingles

Suntok
Hilakbot
Kapitolyo ng Zambales
Puna
Biyuda ni Daboy
Libro
Philippine Navy
Mall sa Pasay
Aviation Int’l News
___ for tat
Notang musikal
Sanhi ng pagkamot
Tawagan ng mga preso
Nguso ng ibon
Kahon
Ano?
Bating Espanyol
Kulay kayumanggi
Malaysian actress Carmen
Atlantic Ocean
Makasaysayang bundok
sa Bataan
Bureau of Meteorology
Yugto sa karera
Ayos ng buhok
Praternal na piging
Beteranang aktres na Linda

28 Armas pangdigma
30 Plaster
31 ___ de coco
33 Official Business
35 Katasan: Ingles
36 Sn ang simbolo
38 Notang musikal
40 Simbolo ng Silicon
Answers to this week’s
Krosword on NEXT WEEK’S issue
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‘Dagsin’ wins in Madrid Solenn Heussaff visits Marawi soldiers,
moved by their heroism
Atom Magadia’s “Dagsin
(Gravity)” won best costume
design for Jona Ballaran at the
Madrid International Film Festival, held recently in Spain.

Topbilled by Tommy
Abuel, Lotlot de Leon, Janine Gutierrez and Benjamin
Alves, “Dagsin” was an entry
in last year’s Cinemalaya. The

Madrid fest ran from July 8
to 15. (Bayani San Diego Jr. /
inquirer.net)

(L-R) Alex Diaz, Janine Gutierrez, and Benjamin Alves

(Photo: www.cinemalaya.org)

The toughest part of being a single
mom according to Jennylyn
Jennylyn Mercado never
runs out of charms. Whatever
role Jen portrays, she hits the
audience bull’s-eye. In her latest
TV series on GMA 7, “My Love
from the Star,” the hot mama just
keeps getting hotter.
Here’s my chat with Jen:
What’s it like working with
newbie Gil Cuerva? He’s very
curious; he’s willing to learn. He
has so many questions, maybe
because of the pressure to excel as
a newcomer. He wants to be sure
he’s doing everything right.
Tell us the latest about
your son, Jazz. He’s turning 9 in
September and is now in Grade 2.
He’s very sweet and smart.
What’s the toughest and
best parts of being a single mom?
The toughest part of being a
single mom is time management,
especially when shooting takes
me out of town. I miss some of
Jazz’s school programs due to the

demands of my job, but he understands that I’m working hard for
his future.
The best part is seeing how
he has grown into a fine young
boy. And the feeling of pride that
I raised him single-handedly.
How has your definition
of love changed through the
years? After everything I’ve been
through, I have learned from my
mistakes. I look at love now from
a mature standpoint.
Will you stay with GMA 7
for keeps? If I wanted to transfer,
I could have done so before. But
GMA 7 is where I “grew up,” so
it’s hard for me to let go of my
comfort zone. Besides, I owe the
network a lot.
What do you remember
most about your struggling days?
After giving birth to Jazz, I had
doubts if I could still go back to
show biz because I gained a lot of
weight. Being a single mom, I was

When actress and model
Solenn Heussaff was invited by
the Armed Forces of the Philippines to visit troops at their
Health Service Command, she
couldn’t help but get teary-eyed.
“As I went from bed to bed,
I came across men who were
smiling, but whose souls were
crying out. My tears welled up
and I felt my heart pounding in
my throat as I held their hands
one by one,” she relates in her
blog, solenn.ph.
The soldiers were part of
the war in Marawi, risking lives
to battle the Maute group who
have brought violent attacks to
the city.
She describes the physical and emotional states of the
soldiers who sustained injuries
in battle: “Many were missing
a finger, a leg, an arm. Some of
them were smiling through pain
and some had smiles I couldn’t
even see due to severe burns.”
“My heart was getting
ripped into pieces, and every floor became harder and
harder to visit,” she says, also
chastising herself for having
a heavy heart during the visit.
“We know nothing close to
what these heroes have been
through.”
She recognizes how their

brave efforts help Filipinos
live safely and calls each one
of them heroes: “Why is it that
we are so distracted by small
and stupid things when this is
happening so close to us? Why
is it that these heroes suffer
in silence, while we all just go
through life normally?
“All I could tell them was,
‘Thank you, you are heroes.’ We
can’t say, ‘I can imagine what
you’re going through,’ because
we can’t. We can’t say, ‘Things
will be fine, because their memories of what happened aren’t.’
We can’t say, ‘Just hold on,’
because who can blame them if
they can’t, after all that they’ve
seen and been through?”
Besides her showbiz career,
Solenn works on her art and
advocacies. She shared one
of her pieces on Instagram
depicting a soldier in fatigue,
a woman looking at him while
holding her child close to her.
The multi-talented personality
captioned the painting, “Been
working on this artwork for a
while now not knowing how
real this scenario was.”:
She calls on readers to
do their part in thanking the
troops: “So I am asking you
from the bottom of my heart,
if you can help them in any

Solenn Heussaff

(Photo: www.twitter.com)

way—physically, emotionally,
morally—to give them something to acknowledge what they
have done for us. And let’s also
not forget their families who are
going through this difficult time
with them.”
She also mentions that one
of the things they may appreciate is a mobile phone: “A few of
the men even jokingly said (yes,
even at their state, they still find
it in their heart to make jokes),
‘Picture na lang tayo sa ibang
phone kasi nawala cellphone ko
sa Marawi.’ (Let’s take a picture on someone else’s phone
because I lost mine in Marawi.)
I’m sure they would appreciate
phones, too, to keep in touch
with their loved ones.” (Nina V.
Guno / inquirer.net)

Cascades in PH

Jennylyn Mercado

(Photo: www.ericcapacia.com)

worried if the public would still
accept me.
What has fame taught you?
That I should not let fame define
or change me. I must remain
humble, and treat everyone
equally. Fame has also taught
me to be more grateful for all the
opportunities coming my way.
(Dolly Anne Carvajal / inquirer.
net)

John Claude Gummoe,
original lead singer of ’60s
vocal group The Cascades,
will perform at Resorts World
Manila’s Newport Performing
Arts Theater on Aug. 3.
The singer will celebrate
his 79th birthday a day prior
to the event. The Cascades,
whose hits include “Rhythm of
the Rain” and “The Last Leaf,”
will perform with a guest
artist, former The Lettermen
vocalist Mark Preston.
Show updates and ticket
information can be viewed at
rwmanila.com. (inquirer.net)

John Claude Gummoe

(Photo: www.youtube.com)
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Liza Soberano’s ‘Darna’ leading man will KC Concepcion opens up on struggle with fitness journey
not be Daniel Padilla, says manager
Anyone who’s tried to
Speculations about a different leading man for Liza
Soberano for the much-anticipated “Darna” movie recently
surfaced online. However, it
wasn’t the name of Enrique Gil,
Soberano’s on-screen partner,
which was discussed.
Oddly enough, it was allegedly the Teen King, Daniel
Padilla, who’s being considered
to star alongside Soberano. It
created such online buzz that
it drove LizQuen fans to worry
for Gil.
To put a stop to the speculations, Soberano’s manager
Ogie Diaz finally clarified that
Padilla will not be Soberano’s
leading man.
In a recent Facebook post,
the entertainment columnist
linked a story about a possible
Padilla-Soberano team up,
which he nullified with the caption, “Not true po“.
There is no official announcement yet as to who will
play Soberano’s male lead in
“Darna” but LizQuen fans are
still hoping it would be Enrique
Gil.
Soberano and Gil have
recently been sharing in social

Liza Soberano as “Darna”

(Photo: www.astig.ph)

media that they are training
together, not for any special
project, but simply to inspire

each other to do better. (Clarizel Abanilla / inquirer.net)

become fit and healthy knows
that it involves strength and
discipline beyond the physical.
No one understands this more
than KC Concepcion.
The host and actress has
been candid with her fitness
journey, previously sharing
that she suffered from adrenal
fatigue which forced her to
change her lifestyle.
She revealed in a new Instagram post that she also had
to face serious illnesses, dengue
fever and pneumonia, and that
her chronic fatigue made her
“gain weight rapidly.”
Being “sensitive” to
“chemicals, supplements and
sugar” means she has to put
in more effort when it comes
to weight loss, the 32-year-old
beauty shares.
With support and guidance
from both medical and fitness
experts—including footballer
boyfriend Aly Borromeo, KC is
on her way to her “best body
ever”.
Besides eating well—the actress shares her favorite seafood
and greens on social media—
she also has been into pilates,
yoga and dancing:

KC Concepcion

(Photo: www.pinoyexchange.com)

Besides getting back into
shape, the daughter of local
showbiz icons Gabby Concepcion and Sharon Cuneta is
focused on her work as National
Ambassador Against Hunger of
the United Nations’ World Food

Programme. She raises funds
through her online shop, KC’s
Closet, where she sells secondhand luxury items. (Nina V.
Guno / inquirer.net)

Physical appearance no big deal for Alessandra de Rossi
A guy’s physical appearance isn’t all that important for
singer-actress Alessandra de
Rossi.
“My ideal guy is someone
who’s kind, smart and Godfearing. His looks are never a
factor, because we sleep at night,
anyway—and I can always fantasize,” she quipped.
The Inquirer asked her if it
was possible for her to fall in love
with comedian Empoy Marquez,
her costar in the rom-com, “Kita
Kita.” She wittily replied: “I’m
often attracted to someone who
is brainy—so, Empoy, I’m really
sorry.”
Shot entirely in Hokkaido,
the film, which opens in cinemas
today, features Alessandra as a

taxi driver and tourist guide in
Japan who’s suffering from temporary blindness. She then meets
and falls for Empoy.
Recalling her experience
spending almost 15 days on the
island in the summer last year,
she said: “I didn’t like my first
trip to Tokyo because there
were too many buildings. It was
hard to see the sky. No sunrise
nor sunset. I didn’t remember
to pray to God the entire trip.
But, in Hokkaido, I saw God in
everything. I guess I’m really a
country girl.
“I only slept for three
hours every night because of the
hectic work schedule. We had to
adjust because we were working
abroad, and the trip was expen-

sive. But on our fifth day, Empoy
and I were already making a lot
of mistakes. Our director (Sigrid
Andrea Bernardo) opted to take
a break for a day to recharge.”
The 33-year-old actress
relates to her character because
of the way she shows her love
for people. “When I love, I really
give my all—whether they’re
friends or lovers. I’d care so
much for a person and would
realize only later that he or she
was only using me. I’m stupid
that way,” she declared. “I don’t
easily get angry with someone,
but when I do, I tend to ban that
person from my life forever.”
Aside from “Kita Kita,”
Alessandra said she has been
busy with postproduction work

for another film and a web series,
which she cowrote two years
ago. “I’m supposed to direct both
projects, but I don’t think I can
do that anymore since I will also
be appearing as a cast member,”
she explained.
The web series is tentatively
titled “The Diary of a Thirty
Something,” which will also
feature her sister, Assunta, and
their friends Ana Capri, Karen
delos Reyes, Carla Humphries,
Meryll Soriano and Andoy
Ranay.
“The show is based on my
friends’ experiences. It reminds
me of ‘Sex in the City,’ but its
values are different. The characters in that show are more
self-centered, whereas Filipino

Alessandra De Rossi

(Photo: www.listal.com)

women are more submissive and
conservative,” she said. (Marinel

R. Cruz / inquirer.net)

B8

FilAm Star

July 20 - 26, 2017

